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CHRISTIANS: 


Notwithſtanding their different 
. Apprehenſions in leſſer things. 
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Game 


1 Cor. 1. 10, Now 1 beſeech you, Bre- 
thren, by the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
that ye all ſpeak, the ſame thing, and that there 
be no Diviſions among you : bat that y: be per- 
feltly joyned together in the ſame mind, and i» 
the ſame Fudgment. 

Phil. 242. Falfill ye my joy, that ye be lihe 
mipded, having the ſame Love, being of one 
accord, of one mind. 

Rom. 14. 19, Let mis therefore follow 
after the things which make for Peace, and 
things wherewith one 131 edifice another, 
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PERSW ASIVE 
. T O 
' Peaceand Unity 
j AMONG 
* CHRISTIANS. 
7 
;” FRRRERHE deep ſenſe of the very ill 
+ Z MF TD) etfetts k _ Church-Divi- 
> ASE lions hath put me, asir 
ibs AW ſhould do every good Chriſt- 
nh ; lan, upon healing conſide- 
'* rations. An account of ſome of which 


Tr 


I ſhall give in the following Diſcourſe; 
which I ſhall ground on the words of Sr. 
Paxl, Eph. 4.3. Endeavouring to keep the 
{Unity of the Spirit iu the boxd of Peace. 
Which contain that behaviour,in part, by 
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which Chriſtians may, and ought to walk 
worthy of that Vocation to which they 
are called: Unto which the Apoſtle doth, 
with the greateſt earneſtnels, exhort and 
peiſwaze them, in this an1 the two for- 
mer Verſes. And the worus glve us oc- 
cation to inquire inco two things. 
1. What 15 meant by the Unity of the 
Spirit, 2. How this Unity is preſerved 
by Peace, and how weare to endeavour 
fo to preſerve it. 

1. What is meant by the Unity of the 
Spirir ? The Unity of the 5pirit 13 that 
One-neſs among Chriſtians , which the 
Spirit of God worketh, or etfefterh by 
the Goſpel, which is the Miniſtration of 
the Spirir. For by the Spirits operation 
through char, Men become one in Faith 
or Perſwation, one in Profeſſion, one in 
Atfeftion, and one in Communion. And 
by their Union and agreement in theſe, or 
the three former of theſe, they become 
one Body or Spirirual Corporation under 
Chriſt the Head of it. By one Sparie we 
aye all Baptized into ane Body, and are made 
to drink into ene Spirit, 1 Cor. 12. 13. — 
For the work of the Mimftry nll we all 
ceme to the Hnity of the Faith, axd of the 
Rnowledee ofthe Sonof God Epheſ.4.12,13. 

I; They are, by the Spirit, made one 

in 
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Among Chrifttans, Z 
in faith or perſwaſion touching the great 
tundamental truths in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; ſuch as the Apoſtle doth inſtance 
In, in the three following Verſes : Eves 
as je were called in one hops of your Calling ; 
Ore Lord, one Faith, one Bapt:ſm, one Ged 
and Father of all, who 15 above all, and 
through all, ard in jou all, Firſt, they 
are all called by the Goſpel to embrace 
Chriſtianity , in One Hope of obtaining: 
forgiveneſs of fins, and eternal Life. 
Secondly, they all agree in proteſſing 
Faith in O-e Lord Jeſns Chrift, as the only 
Mediator, in oppoſition to the Zorde 
»av, the many Mediators the Hearhen 

rofeſſed ro have, and to worſhip, x Cor. 
5 5,6. Thirdly, they all agree in the 
Belief that the Dofrine of the Goſpel 
by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, contained in 
the Holy Scriptures, 15 a revelation from 
God touching what Men ought ro belzeve, 
and how they ought to /:ve; called the 
| Oze Faith, | and thr Common Faith, from 
the Chriſtians unanimous agreement in ir, 
Tit, 1.4. Fourth'y, they all agree, and 
are one in the belief of One God axd Father 
of all, in oppoſition to the many Idol-- 
gods worſhipped by others. Fifthly , 
there is alſo O-- 451: im, by which all 


the Chriſtians, with one conſent, make 
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rofeſſion ſolemnly of their belief in, and 
Benton to the Worſhip an ! tervice of 
the Father, Son, ani holy Gao, inry 
whole lvame they were BaL:.ze. ail. y 
which, as . y a ſacred Kite, they are 1y- 
lemn'y Ueclared to be of the 54 Sod; , 
the Caurch, 15y One >Pi136 are all Baptized 
2nto one Fody, 

2. They all agree, anlare one, in the 
Pr *efſmn of the ommen Faith, the fun- 
damental Do&rines of the Goſpel, the 
beiief of which is of neceſſity to Salva- 
tion. Waich Profeſſion 1s called The ac- 
knowledprng of the truth which ts after god- 
hs. Ti I» $2 Ji-2-25. The 
acknowledgment of the Myſtery of God, ard 
of the Father. and of * h-iſt Col]. 2. 2. 
As with the heart they believe unto Righ- 
teouſnels, ſo wich th: Y\omth confeſſtan 1s 
wade unto Salvatior, Rom. Io. 10. 

3. So far as they are Chriuiians in lee1, 
they are all one in ateftion, or Bro: her! 
Love. They Love al! Men, even the 
that a-> no: Chriſtians, wi*h a love of 
compaſſi>n , deſiring, and ſeeking 'their 
g095d ; but they love their fellow Chritt- 
lans wi h a ſpecial kinJ of love. for the 
aprearance of good in them, for their 
one-neſs with them in the Faith, called , 
alevig or the Truibs ſake rich is in them, 

| 2 John 
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Amorg Chriftians.” AJ 
2 John E. 2. ts lowing them 11 the 
+ ' , Tit. 3.15. By which they be- 
COmMe ne 2. ', and, op, kin 1195 
t *5 1.ove. Act, 4+ 32+ Ca: 2. 2. And 
hence it 15 that # ail in owr Lord ;-, 45 
C 2ri;/, 41d ove toall the Saints, are ſre- 
quently joyned together in Scrip- 
ture. 

4. All they that righ:ly be of the 
Unicy of the $2irit, are alſo one in Com- 
munion. One in their Communion in 
Grace mutually loving oneanorher, and 
praying one tor another : One in Com- 
municn Ih G:f-:, edifyins one another az 
they lnve opportuilty : An4 one in 
Communion in Ordirance:; communica= 
tins together 1n Ordinances of Divine 
Worſhip, Spiritually with all, and localiy 
with thoſeamong whom they live; 1 Cor, 
IO, 17, For we being wary arc one Bread , 
and one Body; for we are all partakers of that 
one Bread, 

Theſe are the things in which the Unity 
of the Spirit doth eſpecially conſiſt. Nor 
that T limit 1t to theſe only : for it is the 
work of the Spirit, in the Goſpel, to be 
bringing the Believers to ſpeak all the 
ſame thing, and to be perfeltly joyned together 
in the ſame mand, and in the ſame judgment ; 
:athe lefler things o Religion as well 
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the greater ; but their a@ual agreement 
lyern moſtly in the greater. 
2. How this Unity is preſerved by 
Peace, and how we are to endeavour 
ſo to preſerve it. : 
Unity imthe whole community of Chri- 
ſtians, I is preſerved by each Member's 
obſerving the Laws and Rules made for 
the Government, and good Order of the 
whole in their carriage towards each other. 
For while every Man Aﬀs his own part 
only, and keeps in his own Rank accord- 
inz to Rule, there is no confuſion, no 
diſturbance, no diviſion : and peace and 
confuſion, cr diſorder, are put in oppo- 
ſition to one another, 1 Cor, 14. 33+ 
Chriſt, the Head of the Church, or Spi- 
ritual Corporation , hath made ſeveral 
excellent Laws and Rules, to govern the 
Members of his Body in their behaviour 
one towards another, for the common 
good of the whole, and for the Honour 
of their Religion, and of him who is the 
great Founder of it. As that all their 
thines ſhould be done in Charity : That 
they be gentle and courteous, humble and 
condeſcending , in Honour preferring 
one another : That they put on bowels 
of mercy and kindneſs : That they for- 
Pear cneanuther in love : That the ſtrong 

| | bear 


e/mong Chriſtians, 
bear the Infirmicies of the weak : That 
rhey bear one anothers burthens : Thar 
chey forgive one another : That they ad- 
moniſh, exhort, aud comfort one ano- 
ther, as there is occaſion : That they 
have the ſamecare one for another : T hat 
they provoke not one ancther : Thar 
they lay no ſtumbling block in one ano- 
thers way : That all things be done to 
edifying : Thar they ioyn together in 
ſolemn As of God's Worſhip as they 
have opportunity : That the Paſtours 
Teach and Rule the People well, and thar 
the People learn of them, and obey them; 
and the like. 

Now, ſv far as theſe, and other like 
Laws are kept and obſerved, fo far Peace 
and good Order is kept, and thereby 
Unity preſerve}. For there is no rent 
or diviſion in the Body, till Men break 
the Laws of good Order. But 1o far a3 
the Laws of good Order in the Chriftian 
Community are broken, ſo far the peace 
thereof is diſturb'd ; and to what degree 
the peace thereot is diſtury*d, to thar 
degree is the Unity thereof weakne.l, and 
threatened to be broken, if it he not 
thereby broken indeed. As tor inſtance; 
in caſe part of the Members of this Com- 
munity differ in their Opinions ircm the 
B 4 reſt, 
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reſt, about undetermined circumſtances 
of Order or Worſhip ; ſome holding 
theſe, and others holding thoſe beſt to 
agree with general Rules : If then either 
the one or the orher do urye, or impoſe 
their own apprehenſions, or oppoſe the 
| others that ditfer from them, to the ap- 
parent breach of the great Laws of Cha- 
rity, and general edification; Then is 
the Churches peace thereby diſturb'd, and 
the Unity theresf more or leſs broken; 
and then eminently ſo, when it proceeds 
to ſeparation. 

Bur when Chriſtians that agree in the 
eſſentials of Chriſtianity, do manage all 
their different apprehenſions abour leffer 
matters, eſpecially about undetermined 
circumſtances, and matters of doubtful 
diſputation, with ſuch Humility , Cha- 
rity, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Tendernels, 
Condeſcenrion and forbearance, as is no 
ways apt to diſcover in them any ſlight- 
iny oftheir Brethren, or uncharitableneſs 
towards them, nor is any wayes apr to 
beget ſuch like diſtempers in their Bre- 
thren towards themſelves, to the inter- 
rupting of their mutual Communion ; 
Then may they be truly ſaid ro keep the 
Unity of rhe Spirit in the bond of peace, 
though they otherwiſe differ in their 
thoughts 
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thoughts about ſuch things : becauſe by 
ſuch a behaviour they obſerve the Laws 
of good Order, provicel by our Lord 
and Maſter in ſuch caſes, as I ſhall! ſhew 
more particularly afterwards. 

In the mean time, by what hath been 
thus ſaid in general, you may underſtand 
how we are to en{eavour to keep the 
Unity. of the Spirit in the bond of Feace 
and that is,by a pru-en” and careful keep- 
ing cloſe ro the Laws which our Bleſſed 
Saviour hath given thoſe of his great 
Houſhold, to govern themielves by, in 
their carriage one towards another, under 
all rhcir different apprehenſions and opi- 
nions in ſuch like thines as aforeſaid. 

And fur the manner of enceavouring 
itz Thephraſear. . manner of ſpeaking, 
uſed in Scripture it: preffing this duty of 
Peace and Unity. x jaitily ſhews rhat the 


Preſervation or recovery of ir, is moſt 


induſtriouſly to be endeavoured. /f it 
be poſſible, and as tb as 11 you {zeth, live 
praccably with all Men, Rom. 12. 159. 
Seek peace, and erſue 1:, 1 Pet. 3. 11. 
Follow Peace with al! Mey, Heb. 12. 14. 
Though it flye from us, yer we muſt 
follow after ir, and. if it be poſſible,over- 
take, and bring it back again. Nay, we 
are not only to follow after Peace, ou 
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alſo to follow after the things that make for 

eace, that tendto ir, Rem, 14.19. And 

ecauſe this is that which I principally 
deſign in theſe Papers, I ſhall enlarge my 
Diſcourſe the more about it. And what 
I ſhall fay in ſhewing yet more particular- 
Iy how weare to endeavour to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, 
may paſs under the name of Diredtions 
thereabout, if you pleaſe. 


IT. Direction. 


If we would endeavour it to purpoſe, 
we mult lay the Foundation inthe peace- 
able Government of our own Spirits, in 
Humility and Charity, baniſhing thence 
ſuch paſſions and evil humours as will 
otherwiſe betray Men into unpeaceable 
practices, and make them diſturbers of the 
Churches Peace; ani, conſequently , 
breakers of her Unity. 

A; firit of all, we muſt lay afide Pride, 
and Vain-glory, and manazeall our mat- 
res cne with ano! her, with lowlineſs of 
mind, mecknels and modeſty. For un- 
chriſtian conrention, which 15 contrary 
to Peace, fprings from Pride and height 
of SPIrit : Ozly 'y Pride cometh contextion, 
laith So/omon, Prov. 13.10. By Pride 
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a Man over-values himſelf, and under- 
values another ; He over-vaiues his own 
underſtanding, realoning, an. juagmentr 3 
anias much flights anu un'iervaiues 
anothers. This makes him impatient of 
oppoſition, ani to think har..]y of them 
that will not bow ro his reafonings, and 
judgment, and ſay as he lays. The im- 
moderate defire to maintain the  epurati- 
on of his own judgment, of which . he 
hath ſo high a conceit, makes him over- 
look, or bur flightly confiver waar is 
offered by another in oppolition © it, or 
differing from it. And hence aife im- 
moderate an'l1 unpeaceable con:eniings 
eſpecially when the parties cen:en' ing 
are both ſick of one Diſeaſe; thouzh the 
one may have a better cauſe in han. then 
the other. This St. #4! cautioned the 
Chriſtians againſt, Gal. 5, 26, Let 
xs not be deſirous of Vaiu-gloty, provoking 
#27 another, enuying oxe another, When 
Men are ambitious, and valin-glorious , 
would be thought lome body, or to ap- 
pear conſiderable in the account of 
others, every little oppoſition 1s apt to 
provoke their paſſion : and they in that 
paſſion are apt again to ſay and do that 
which tends to. provoke others. And 
when the fire is by chi means kind!ed, it is 
| nor 
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nor eaſily quenched. For, Where exvy- 
1g ard ſtrife +5, there us confuſion, and every 
evil work,, Jam. 3. 16. 

Bur where Humility, Meekneſs, and 
Modeſty of mind bear Tay, there the 
Peace of the Church iz in little danzer of 
ſuffering by ſuch. Such will eſteem 
others better then rhemſeives, when 
they are ſcarce their equals : they will 
have a better opinion of their wiſdome 
an4 piety then of their uwn. Anz chis 
diſpoles them tO /ook,, 16: every 1141 01 
his own ihings, but «lſs on the thivg: of 
ether ; and as impartially, an:1 with as 
much fairneſs to conſider an.1 wei:h 


. what is oFere.l by rhem, as wha: i3 ofer- 


ed by themſelves, and to Þe as willing, 
and ready to recelve,a3 to give fatis:aFion. 
St. Pax! well knew how con:iucible ſuch 
a tenage Is to the peace and tranquillity 
of the Church, and to the comfort and 
benefit of Church-Communion, when he 
ſaid, Let nothing be done through ſtrife, or 
vain-glory, but in lowlineſs of narad let each 
efteerms other better than themſelwes, Look, 
:-9t every man on bis own things, but every 
wan alſo on the things of others, Phil.2.3, 4. 
And if, after all this fairneſs of proceed- 
ing to give or to receive ſatisfattion, there 
yet remains adltterence in judgment abour 


things 
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things which are not of the eſſence of 
Chciitiauity, yet there will be no unpeace- 
able ſtriving, nor conteading, no 11] and 

rovoking reflexions among fich as are 
of this humble, and modeſt temper; but 
they will quiecly, and patiently bear with 
one another in Love, as knowing them- 
ſelves not to be infallible. 7 he Servant 
of the Lord muft not ſtrive, bat be gentle 
xnto all Men, _ in methyeſs, in» 
ftrulting thoſe that oppoſe themſeſves, ſhew- 
ing a'l mekneſs to all men;2 Tim.2. 24,25. 
Tit. 3. 2. It was faid of our Lord him- 
ſelf (who was meek, and lowly in heart ) 
that he jHall ot ſ1raVEe, nr GT), neither ſhall 
any ms 1: hear his 2'0Jce in the ſftreeti;, Mat.12. 
19. And if this way of proceeding will 
not reconcile the Lifferent-minded to our 
judgment, when we have truth on our 
ſide, much leſs will any thing that we can 
do in a more imperious. and paſſionate 
way of proceeding. For the wrath of 
Man workeih nit the R:'ghteonſneſs of God : 
It is no fit Inſtrument or Tool for rhat 
Work, 7am. 1. 20. Whereas by a patient, 
and peaceable forbearance. not only Unity 
in atfefion and Communion is preferved, 
but many times the di'enting -party won 
upon, and brought to a better under- 
ftanding. By /ovg forbearing 1s 4 Prince 
pry 
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perſwaded, ard a ſoft Tongue breaketh the 
bone, Prov. 25. 15. 

And as for Charity, there is nothing 
qualities a Man more to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace then this. 
The teveral properties of it agq deſcribed 
by St. Paul, In 1Cor.13, 4 ——7 Do, 
as it were, conſpire, and naturally tend 
ro promote peace and good agreement. 
To what degree Charity dwells in any 
Man, to that degree it diſpofeth him to 
ſxffer long, and to forbear revenge ; to be 
kind, and ready to do good : and indif- 
poſeth him to Exvy others in what they 
excell him; to vannt himſelf, or to be 
prffed up; or to behave himſelf unſeemly, 
or unbecomingly 1n word er deed, or to 
ſech his owr,, with negleT of others be- 
nefit; or to be eaſily proveked : or to 
think or furmize ev/, or to Interpret 
things to the worſt ſence, or to rejoyce 
in anothers halting,though an Adverſary : 
bur inclines him to rejorce 12 $he Trath,ard 
when right, & place : It enables a 
Man to vear with all things in another lo 
far as is conſiſtent with his and the gene- 
ral good : to believe all things that are 
any wayes credible, that tend to excule or 
commend others : To hape al! things, and 
Dot to defpair, but that a Neighbour may 


by 
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by ws Charitable endeavours be recovered, 
though he hath miſcarried ; and to exdwre 
ail things, labour, pains, and many in- 
conveniencies to himlelf, ſo he may bur 
be ſerviceable to others. And if theſe 
be the properties of Charity, well may 
it be called the bond cf perte&neſs, and 
Chriſtians exhorted aboveall things to pur 
it on. How can it be thought, that they 
canever divide, or ſeparate,in whom Love 
with theſe properties dwells ? 

And as Charity is of a healing, ſo it is 
alſo of a comprehenſive Nature : I can 
ſcarce propole any endeavours properly 
uſeful ro keep the Unity of the Spirir in 
the bond of Peace, but more or lefs of 


thele properties of Charity will be found 


in them. And it is fo univerſally uſefull 
for the right conduct of all affairs in rhe 
Church, that St. Paz! gives it in charge 
thus, ( 1 Cor. 16, 14.) Let all your things 
be done with Charity; a line and vein of 
this ſhould run through all. And if al! 
Chriſtians had but this / ft T: themſelves 
( toallude to .1/ -+4 9. ) it would fo fea- 
ſon their converſe, that they would bave 
peace one with a0 bet 

Where there is entirenefs of atffe&ion, 
and a peaceable correſpondence among 
Chriſtians , it makes them unwilling to 
_ differ 
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differ from one another in judgment or 
practice. Theres fucha comfor: in Love 
( as the phraſe is, 4:/. a. rt.) that It 
makes them very unwilling to admit of 
any difference that may diminiſh that 
comfort, or weaken that love. And this 
diſpoteth them +0 /ook, vor 01 their .own 
things onlr, but allo on the things of others, 
and to weigh,without prejudice or parti- 
allity, what each otfers to other ; which 


is the way to have the weaker brought 


over to the ſtronger, in any thing wherein 
they differ. And in this way doth the 
Church edifie ir ſelf in love, Ephel. 4. 16, 
Heing kyit togtther in love, eveu unto all 
riches of full aſſurance of nnderflanding, as 
the phraſe is, Co/.2. 2. And indeed,it is 
a common thing for one Man to be 
brought over to anothers judgment 
through affe&ion to him, being prepared 
thereby to give his reaſonings the greateſt 
liberty and ſcope in his judgment. 
Whereas, on the contrary, it is a ſtrong 
temptation to Men to ditfer irom them in 
Judgment and praftice, from whom they 
have departed in affeftion. St. Pax! 
could eaſily believe there were diviſions in 
the Church of "-r:2rb.,whe:ii he fore-knew 
there would be Hereſjes among them. the 
one being the tore-runner of the _ 
an 
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an4 a leffer difference making way for a 
greater, as by ſad experience we have ſeen 
in our dayes, I Cor. 11.18, 19. St. Part 
obſerved it in ſome, who having firſt 
ſwerved from Charity, they quickly turned, 
afide unto vain jangling, 1 Tim. I. 5, 6. 
Whereas Love is the bond of perfeftnels, 
as it is called; it is the ſtrongett bond, 1t 
holds the parts longeſt, and faſteſt toge- 
ther, Col. 3. 14. It being a Maſter grace, 
and of a tenigne Nature, it hatha kindly 
influence upon a mans judgment and 
whole pradtice. As the rntegrity of the up- 
r ght doth guide them, fo will their Cha- 
rity too. He that loveth his Brother abi- 
deth in the light, and there is no occaſion of 
ſtum'ling 1» bim, 1 Joh. 2. 10. It is 
doubtleſs then more for want of love then 
' want of lighr, when the Unity of the 
Spirit is not kept In the bond ofpeace. 

This then is the firſt Dire&ion : thag 
we would by a dilizent uſe of all good 
means and motives, cheriſh and nouriſh 
Humility and Charity in our minds and 
Spirits, as principles of ſuch a peaceable 
behaviour, as dire&t!ly tends to preſerve 
Unity in the Church, 


C 2. Direltion, 
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IT I. Diredtion, 


This Unity is to be endeavoured to be 
kept in the bond of Peace by all good 
Chriſtians, by their being careful co ab- 
ſtain from dejp:/i»g and cenſuring one ano- 
ther upon account of their ditterent ap-- 
prehenſions about the leſſer things in Re- 
ligion, fo long as they are agreed in the 
main. Unleſs rheſe be forborn in ſuch 
Cales, its next to an impoſſibility to pre- 
{er/e peace and Unity among them. 
Theſe unchriſtian pradtices, as they are 
the etfefts of pride and uncharitablenefſs, 
{o they are,and have been two great peace- 
deſtroyers, and Church-dividers. There 
is, and ever hath been, and will be diife- 
rent mealures of knowledge, underſtand- 
ing, and g1ace in the feveral Members of 
the ſame Body : Some are weak in the 
Faith, and ſome ſtrong; ſome Babes, and 
ſome itrong Men. Upon account of 
which ditierence of knowledge and grace, 
differences are apr more or lefs to ariſe 
among them. The weak are apt to be 
more ſcrupulous than the ſtrong, as 
betng more in the dark, and fo apter to 
ſtumble. Whereupon the ſtrong, if they 
be not reſtrained by Humility and Charity, 
are apt to deſpiſe them when they _ 
make 
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make them underſtand what is plain and 
evident to them themſelves. And the 
weak, again, if they be nor reſtrained by 
Hunulity and Charity, are apt to judge 
and cenſure the ſtrong, as if they were 
Not ſo conſcientious, becauſe nor ſoſcru- 
pulous as themſelves. And upon this 
deſpiſing and judging one another, the 
bond of peace is broken, and a way pre- 
pared for dividing. For when the weak 
ſee themſelves negle&ted, lighted, nor 
regarded,and ſet at nought by the ſtrong, 
it diſcourages them, and takes off the 
pleaſure of their Society and Communion, 
and makes them weary ofir, and becomes 
a temptation to them to forſake it, and to 
follow any oppoſite party that will head 
them. And when the ſtrong, again, find 
themſelves judged and cenfured by the 
weak, as if they were Men of little Con- 
ſcience, they are apt to look upon them- 
ſelves as being, by ſuch prejudice taken up. 
againſt them, pur out of a capacity of 
ſerving them ; which becomes a tempta- 
tion to them to neglet them, and ſome- 
what to eſtrange themſelves from them : 
Or, however, though that temptation 
ſhould nor prevail ſo far upon them, yer 
all endeavours of the ſtrong to help and 
curethe weak, are by the prejudice wo 
2 
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the weak have againſt them when they 
once fa! to judging them, made very 
much inetfef&ual; ſo miſchievous and 
banetul to the Churches peace and Unity 
is proud deſpiling, aad uncharitable cen- 
{uring one another. 

This was the caſe between the believ- 
ings Jews and Gentiles, upon which the 
firſt con!iderable breach we real of brake 
Out in the Chriltian Church; of which we 
have an account in Att: 15. and Roms. 14. 
an'l other places. The believing Jews 
durſt not uſe ſuch liberty in meat as 
the believing Gentiies did : nor did the + 
believing Gentiles think themſelves obli- 
ged to: be circumciſed, and to obſerve 
Jewiſh Feſtivals, as the believing Jews 
thought they were. Hereupon the be- 
lieving Gentiles which unlerſtood their 
Liberty, deſpiſed the believing Jews when 
they could not make them underſtand ir 
too. And the beileviny7 Jews, on the 
other hand. fell to judging rhe believing 
Gentiles as looſer than themſelves, and as 
Men of no Conſ-ience, becaufe they did 
not make Conſcience of Meats, and days 
of Circumciſion, as well as themſelves. 
And upon this unchriſtian carriage of one 
rowards another under their different ap- 
prehenſions in theſe things , grear 
diviſions, 
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diviſions, fidings, and diſturbance; 
among them, di: enſue. | 

Now. that all ſuch deſpiſing and judg- 
ing one another, an4 dividing trom one 
another about their ditference in lefler 
matters of doubttul diſputation, ſhould 
be forborn by Chriſtians, ſo long as they 
agree in the eſſentials of Chritiianity, Sr, 
Paul declares, upen theſe twe grounds, 
among others. 

I. Becauſe upon the Common Faith 
wherein they were both agreed, they weie 
at the firſt received by the Lord into his 
Church, and ſo into a near Relation to 
himſelf. And therefore their -after-diffe- 
rences which did not deſtroy that Foun- 
dation upon which that Relation was firtt 
built, were no ſufficient ground of ce- 
ſpiſing, or judging one another, or of 
dividing, or with:lrawinz one from ano- 
ther. This is plainly ſet ;down in theſe 
words : Let bis that eaterh not deſ piſe hit 
that cateth not ; and let not him which eateth 
not judge bim that eateth, for God hathve- 
ceived him, Rom. 14.3. And thiz rea- 
ſon is farther backe4 and urged again, 
Chap. IS. oO Wherefore receive 1e One ano 
ther, as Chriſt alſo receiv'd ws to the plory 
of Ged. Thoſe whom God huh received 
into his Church upon ſuch and ſuch 

C 3 grounds, 
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grounds, we may not, we ought not to 
diſcourage, or reje&, by deſpiſing, or 
Judging, or withdrawing, fo long as thar 
remains in them upon which God ar firſt 
received them. Which holds in all other 
Caſes of difference between Chriſtians that 
agree in the main, as theſe did, as well as 
in this between the believing Jews and 
Gentiles. Tr is upon rhe like reaſon and 
ground that our Apoſtk, in the words 
upon which I found my diſcourſe, and 
thoſe following, ( Epbeſ. 4.) preſſerh 
upon Chriſtians the great duty of en- 
deavouring ro keep the Unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace, viz. becaufe 
they were at firſt incorporated into one 
Body by a profeſſion and acknowledg- 
ment of one God and Father of all, of 
one Lord Jefus Chriſt, of' one Holy Spi- 
rit of the Father and the Son, of one 
Dottrine of Faith, of one Hope, of one 
Baptiſm. Which fundamental points 
believed and lived to, are ſufficient to 
Salvation. And if fo, they are ſufficient 
bonds of Union, and boundaries of 
Communion, whatever difference in le ſſer 
things may otherwiſe occur. For more, 
in profeſſion,cannot be abſclutely neceſ= 
tary ro Church-Communion, then what 
in reality is abſolutely neceffary to Salva- 

Ke 9 tion: 
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tion. -For as the onedoth conſtitube the 
Church as inviſible, ſo doth the other the 
Church as viſible. And rhe ſame thing 
which conſtitutes the Church as viſible, 
mult needs inveſt the Members thereof in 
a right to its external priviledges. And 
if the Church had kept this her ground 
upon which ſhe was tirſt built, and not 
made more conditions of Communion , 
the had never been cut, mangled, an1 
torn into (T know not how many ) pieces, 
as ſhe hath been, and at this day 1s. Ang 
] ſee not any probability of her recovery 
to her primitive Union and Communion , 
ci] ſherecurn to this her firſt Foundation 
of Union, and boundary of Communion. 
But a return to this would quickly do ir, 
if all Chriſtians. would acquielce therein. 
And why they ſhould not as well as the 
primitive Chriſtians { the beſt Chriſtians 
that ever the World ſaw} did, I under- 
ſtand not, nor ever could hear any good 
reaſon to make me underſtand it, 

2. St. Pauls other reaſon,why Chriſt- 
ians that agree in the main, as aforeſaid, 
ſhould not deſpiſe, or judge, or with- 
draw from one another, for their differing 
in leſſer things, is this : becauſe borh par- 
ties differihg bur only ſo, are to be pre- 
fumed,in the judgment of Charity.,to aim 
| C 4 at 
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at the pleaſing of God in what they diffe- 
rently hold and do. For Charity, ac- 
cording to which we are to guide our 
ſelves in all ſuch caſes of difference, ch:»k- 
eth no evil, but believerh, and hoveth all 
things concerning others., in the beſt 
ſence and conſtrudtion their Aﬀtions are 
capable of. This was the caſe of the 
believing Jews and Gentiles; they both 
aimed at the pleaſing of God even in thoſe 
things wherein they differed. Me that 
regardeeh the day, regardeth it to the Lord, 
ard he that regarderb not the day, to the 
Lord he doth not regardit. He tat eateth 
eateth ro the Lord, (ſaith he) for he giveth 
God thanks ; and he that eateth wot, tothe 
Lord he eateth net, and giveth God thanks, 
Rom. 14.6. Both aimed at the appro- 
ving themſelves to God in their contrary 
wayes. And if the Lord in ſuch a caſe 
will not deſpiſe, or judge ſuch an one, fo 
as to condemn him, though under a 
miſtake but of thar Nature, as certainly 
he will not, but pity and pardon him , 
(for he hath compaſſion 0n them that are ig - 
»orant , ard our of the way) much leſs 
ſhould we, who are fallible our ſelves, and 

compaſſed about with infirmities, Who art 

thog that judgef®f another mans Servant ? 

(faith our Apoſtle) to bis own Maſter be 

[eZ faud:ith 


Among C briſtians, 25 
fandeth or falleth: every one of us (tall 


Crve an Account of hiwſe,f ts God ; Let as 
not therefore judge One another any more, Ver. 
4+ 12, 13. for that is a judgment belongs 
nor unto us. ; here 15 owe L aw-giver, 
and one Judge ; who art thou that judgeſt 
another ? Fam. 4+. 12. Thar ls, what 
doſt thou make thy ſelf to be, that dareſt 
to undertake ſtich a thing ? 

And as we ſhould be atiaid to judge 
one another, ſo we ſhould of deſpiſing 
one another in any caſe like that kcfore 
mentioned ; for our Saviours ſerious ca- 
veat againſt it, ar2ues it to be both much 
againſt his mind, and of dangerous con- 
ſequence to our lelves and others : 7 ake 
heed thet ye deſpiſe ror one of theſe little 
Oxes, Mat. 19. 106. He knew that his 
little Ones, becauſe but little Ones in 
knowledge and grace, that have little of 
theſe to render their fe ,0:91t1-) mich de- 
firable, are apt to be neg ecte.. an... Ngnt- 
ed, and to te thereby ditcouragea, and 
turned afide : he therefore caution: theſe 
that are ſtronger, to take heed Jeſt they 
ſhould be berrayel into axly carriage to- 
wards them as fignities thei: Nlightinz 
of thew. Our Saviour had ſhewed be- 
| fore, how fad a thing it would be for any 
Man to be inſtrumental in turning any 
EE , weak 
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weak Chriſtian aſide by any undue car- 
riage towards him, when he ſaid, in ver. 
6. 0 be to the World becanſe of offences, 
Bc. and wo be to him by whom the off +;;ce 
cometh. And it would be far more Chriſt- 
like (of whom it is faid, He jhall yot 
break, the bruiſed Reed, nor quexch the 
ſmuzking Flax ) to ufe more care, pains, 
and tenderneſs towards the weak an( 
feeble, to preſerve and increaſe that little 
ſpark of Chriſtianity in them, though it 
be no more, and though there be no more 
appearance of it, rhan there is of tire 
when only ſmoak can be diſcerned, then 
towards thoſe that are ſtrong, and do 
not ſtand in ſo very much need of ten- 
dernels in our carriage, and applications 
to them. Which alſo agrees excellent! 

well with St. Pau/'s Metaphorial Dif. 
courſe, in 1 Cor. 12. 23, 24, 25+ T boſe 
Members of the Body, which we think to be 
leſs honourable, upon theſe we beſtow more 
abundant henour, and our  nncomely parts 
have more abundant comelineſs. Foy our 
eomely parts bave no need + but God bath 
tempered the Body together , having given 
wore abundant honour 80 that part which 
lacked, that there ſhould be no Schiſmo 111 the 
Body : implying, that certainly there will 
be,where ſuch care, & tenderneſs of pro- 
ceeding 
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ceeding is not uſed towards ſuch .as are 
ſt accounted of in the Church. #here- 
fore lift up the hands which hang down, and 
the feeble kneer,and maks ſtraight paths for 
your feet (by removing all diſcouragi 
impediments out of the Way) /e/t that 
which is lame be turned ont of the way, but 
rather let it be healed : looking diligently , 
leſt any fail of the grace of God, Heb. I2. 
12, 13, 15. How far all parties of Men 
among us have -made themſelves guilty of 
breaking the Yeace and Unity of the 
Church,by this unchriſtian deſpiting, and 
judging one another, concerns them to 
conſider; and the guilty to repent of 
what is paſt, and to reform for time to 
come, that they nay nor be judged and 
condemned by God for what they have 
done. Thar's the ſecond Dire&ion. 


T I I. Direttios. 


Thoſe that would keep the Unity of 
rhe Spirit in the bond of Peace, wk be 
careful to forbear all hard ſpeeches, and 
11] reflexions on them that differ from 
them ; eſpecially tale-beartng , back- 
biting, and whiſpering. They muſt 
make no il] reprelentation of one ano- 
ther behind their backs, by raking up, 

# k | an 
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and then ſcatterinz abroad all the evil 
they can, or whatever may tend to the 
diſparagement, or reproach of ſuch as 
ditter trom them. Becauſe, if they 
ſhould be guilty herein, though they may 
think thereby to weaken the Reputation 
of the Cauſe they oppole, yet m truth 
they will be ſo far from reconciling their 
Opponent to rheir Cauſe, as that they 
will thereby diſhonour it, and render it 
the more ſuſpefted ; and Communion 
with themſelves fo much the leſs deſira- 
ble, -and all their own arguinzs the leſs 
available, and by-ſtanlers the readier to 
fall in with thoſe of a becter behaviour, as 
Judging thereby their Cauſe to be berter, 
though in it felf it ſhould be worſe : for 
a good Cauſe may be {poiſe in the hand=- 
ling. All ſuch unchriſtian carriage tends 
to exaſperate, imbitter, and provoke the 
Spirits of their Opponents, both againſt 
them and their Cauſe, and to widen the 
breach more and more, and to ſet them 
at the greater diſtance, and to make 
them the more irreconcilable. 4 [rowerd 
Alan ſoweth ftrife ( ſaith the Wiſe man ) 
Prov. 26. 28. Grievonus words [try »P anger 5 
and the forcing of wrath brinseth forth ſtrife - 
and the words of a tale-beaver ave as wor dr, 
Prov. 15. Is and 26. 22. and 3o. 33. So 

erue 
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true it 1s that the wrath of man doth not 
work the Kighteouſneſs of God, Jam. 1. 20. 
It is not for the intereſt ofthe Truth, nor 
doth it any wayes advantage the caule of 
God. - No, it any Man would ſee any 
good eife& of his endeavours towards 
the Uniting of Men, if he would ſee the 
Seed he ſows come up; let him be ſure to 
avoid all harſh and unpeaceable proceed- 
ings therein. 7 he Frant of Rr ghteonſ eſs 
:s jown in Peace of them that make Peace, 
Jam. 3. 18. The Servant of God maſt not 
ſtrive, but be gentle ro all, 2 Tim. 2. 24. 
As we muſt follow Peace' with all Men, 
Jeb. 12. I4. SO, In order thereto, we 
muſt ſpeak, evil of x0 Man, Tit. 3. 2. 


I V. Direftior. © | 
In Order to our keeping the Unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace, we muſt 
ſtudy rather to agree with, than to differ 
from one another : and be more. ſollici- 
rous to find out what will bring us nearer 
together, than whar will ſet us at a greater 
diſtance. And this is one way of. folva- 
ing after the things nhich make for peace; 
and of fudying ro be quiet ; to both which 
weareexhorted, Ron. 14. 20. I Theſ.g. 
Ii. Andto this enc, I ſhall recommend 
theſe three things. 
i. To 
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1. To make Conſcience of endeavour- 

ing as truly and fincerely to find out what 
may make us of their mind that differ 
from us, if it be to be found out, as 
what may tend to make them of our mind. 

We ſhould be as much afratd ofoffending 
againſt the publick Peace, and Charity of 
the Church, as againſt Truth ; of being 
guilry of Schiſm in practice, as of error 

in judgment ; and take as much pains to 

keep: our ſelves from a cauſſeſs differing. 
from others, as to make them agree with 
Us. 

2. That we do as impartially weigh 
what thoſe that differ from us do offer 
for our ſatisfaftion, as whar weour ſelves 
do offer to fatisfie them. - In doing of 
which we ſhall in part diſcharge that duty 
enjoyned us, in Phil. 2. 4. Look not 
every Man on his own things, but every 
Man alſo on the things of others. And 
by this we ſhall make it appear, that we 
are willing to agree with thoſe chat differ 
from us, as far as poſſibly we can, as far 
as any reaſon or ground appears to bear 
us Out in ſo doinzs. And if we herein 
begin to thoſe which differ from us, it 

will induce them, if there be any candor: 
in them, to return the- like to us. And 
this is the way to reduce the difference ro 
a 
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a narrow compals, and to make it as little 
as may be. And when It appears ro be 
bur little, it will be the eater to fatistie 
one another about it : or, however, we 
ſhall then be the better able peaceably to 
bear with one another in it. Bur if this 
be nct done, It will beget a ſuſpition that 
we affed to ditfer, and to ſtrive for Vi&to- 
ry more than for Truth and Peace; and 
that it is more from a ſpirit of contra- 
dition than Conſcience, that we differ. 

3. When any alter 'their judgment el- 
ther upon grounds found out by their 
own ſearch and ſtudies, cr offered to 
them by others, ſo that they come over 
to them in whole, or in part, from whom 
they differed before, then beware of re- 
preſenting this as matter of Odium and 
reproach to them, ſo long as they are not 
worle in their Morals. The contrary, 
that is, the doing fo, hath been an il} 
praCtice, and ſuch as hath tended greatly 
to block up the way of a due.and Chriſt= 
ian compliance with rhem from whom, 
through miſtake, they have once. pro= 
teſſedly differed. While it hath been re- 
preſented as matter of reproach to Men, 
not to ſtand their ground, and to be true 
to their principles they have once receiv- 
ed, though found erroneous: enough 
when 
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when better conſidere4 and looked into , 
it hath proved a great temptation doubt- 
leſs unto many, to negle& an impartial 
and thorow-examination of the grounds 
of their Opinion or practice, and to Le 
prejudiced azainſt all that is offered by 
others to convince them cf miſtake. 
Mens Reputation among their party is 
a dangerous ſnare to hold them faſt in er- 
ror, and a great impediment to their un- 
derſtandinz, and diſcerning the Truth 
when It is declared to them, when it tends 
to draw them off, and to expoſe them to 
reproach among their party, and a great 
prejudice an4 bar againſt thetr receiving 
and owning of it. »#hy do ye not nnder- 
ſtand my ſperch? Furn becauſe ye c imnot 
hear my w-yd, ſaid our Saviour tc the Jews, 
Febn 8.43. They had no mind to em- 
brace his Dofrine, which would bring 
them into diſgrace with their party, the 
Phariſees, and therefore they had no mind 
ſo to conſider It, as to underſtand it. 
Which made our Saviour fay again, How 
can ye believe which recerve honour one of 
another, and ſe:h mt the h1nowr that cometh 
from God ozly? Joh. 5.44. Bur it Men 
would but underſtand, and conſider that 
it is truly honourable, and praiſe-worthy 
inthe fight of God,and Wiſe Men, to _ 

an 
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and own Truth where eyer they find it, 
and however diſguiſed by its Adverſaries, 
and to be of open and free minds to con- 
ſider, and try all things, and when they 
diſcover Truth, ro buy it at any rate, 
though it coſt themmore than the loſs of 
their Reputation among an erring party; 
they would then neither fright others, 
Nor be ſcared themſelves from exchanging 
error for Truth, Schiſm for Pcace and 
Unity, by reproachful nick-names. 


V. Direflion. 


Thoſe that would keep the Uniry of 
the Spirit in the bend of Peace, had need 
to be of publick Spirits, and ſtill to feek 
their own perſonal and private ſatisfaction 
in ſubordination to a publick good, and 
nct in oppoſition to it : to prefers the 
publick Peace and Unity of the Churzh, 
and the benefits that depend thereon , 
before the pleaſing of themſelves in 
things not abſolutely neceſſary, but con- 
venient only. If this be not obſerved, 
there will be no avoiding diviſions and 
ſeparations. And the Reaſon hereof is 
taken from the ditferent apprehenſtons, 
capacities, and tempers of the leveral 
parts and Members of the Church. By 

D reaſon 
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reaſon of this, thoſe circumſtances about 
the adminittration of Holy things, which 
will belt pleate fome goo.l Men, will not 
{o well fatisiie others. This we tin4 to 
be truce by the Gitterent uſages of the 
parts of the Reformed Church in ſereral 
Nations, and by the attrerent perſwafions 
an inclinations of the parts of the 
Church in one and the ſame Nation, yea, 
in one and the fame City, Town, and 
Pactſh, as 13 well known. So that, if 
ore fait of the Church ſhould refuſe 
Comniunton with the other in the fame 
Or. inances, Uunicls they can have them 
adminijtred pon terms beſt picaling to 
themſeives 3 ant if the other part of the 
Church, ot a Gliierent opinion therein , 
ſhould do {o too; ſeparation follows of 
courle, till they can all be of one mind 
in thoſe di{putable thinos. 

But in all ſuch cafes the pub:ick cen- 
ccrns of Rellgion ſhould ſway more with 
us. than what: otherwiſe would be more 
ro our likins, Theprofit of the whole 
1 more fo beatrendel, than the pleaſing 
of our ſeives, when the queſtion is not, 
which is good. ant which is ſimply bad, 
this or that ? Put cnly, which is better , 
this er that? St. F-u{ walked by this 
filic, in bearing with, yea, in chuſing 
ſome 
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ſome things for publick edification ſake, 
when circumſtances made them neceſlary 
thereunto,which out of thoſe circumſtan- 
ces he would not have choſen, nor could 
well bear with. Ewen as 1 ( ſaith he ) 
pleaſe all Men 1s all things, not ſecking 
my own profit, but the profit of many, that 
they may be ſaved, 1 Cor. 10. 33. Under 
ſome circumſtances he would forbear 
things, which under others he would not : 
and thuz he would eat vo meat while the 
world ſtands, rather ' han make his Brother 
zo offend, Hechole to labour with his 
own hands for his ſupport, rather than 
to take Money from others when he ſaw 
the intereſt of che Chriſtian Religion 
would be diſadvantaged thereby. And 
he Circumcife Tr-orhy, purified himſe}f, 
and took on him a Vow, after the Jewiſh 
mode, when fo to do tended to publick 
good, though otherwiſe the doing offuch 
things could not be without ſome regret 
to him, conſidering how ſlizhtingly he 
ſpeaks of themat other turns. And thus 
he took up and laid down many things , 
even a3 the publick intereſt of Religion 
lead him to it. To them that were un- 
der the Law, he became as one under the 
Law; and as without Meſ-s's Law to 
them that were without it : and all this 

D 2 he 
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he reckonel to be conſiſtent with his be- 
ing #:der the Law to Chriſt. To the weak 
he became as weak, that he might gain the 
weak : he was male all thinzs to all men, 
but it was for the Goſpels ſake, as he- ſaith ; 
and that he might by all means ſave fome : 
It was,that he might gain the freer paſſage 
and reailier reception of the goſpel, for 
the'Salvation of men, x Cor. 9. 2. 23. 
And accordingly he exhortel others to 
walk by the ſame rule, and to conſider, 
and do, what would beſt conti{t with 
publick-benelit, rather then what would 
beſt pleafe an gratifie themfelves. Wwe 
that are ſtrong o1ght to bear the 1oftrmities 
of the-weik. aud nt to pleaſe 014r ſelves, 
Rom. 1:. 1. Look not every man on his 
own'things, but every wan alſo on the 
things of others, Phz! 2. 4. 

If Chriſtians on all hands among. us 
had but aftel and walked according to 
this rule; nay, if the diffenters would but 
have done it when the other could not be 
prevalied with; the publick intereſt of 
Religion woul: not have been expoſed to 
that loſs and dammage as it is at this day. 
And theretore, as that publick benetit 
which might have been procured, and fe- 
cure] by ſuch yielding and condeſcending 
4s circumſtances made not only ana wn 

ut 
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Hut neceſſary, m!ght have been a forcible 
' motive fo to have done : {5 the publick 
dammage and miſchief which a non-com- 
pliance unter £11 circumſtances tends to, 
may, and ought a'f5 to be a powerful dif- 
{wative from maintaining, and continuing 
our diſtance upon fuch ſlight grounds as 
thole are which have brought us to it. 
For fuch -. iftance tends to keep open a 
wie breach in the Botily of the Nation, 
to the weakening of it, and rendering it 
obnoxious to the Envy, i] will, or am- 
bition of any publick Adverlary ; or to 
create one if there were nene : it tends 
to the diſhonour an] reproach of the 
Nation : It tends to weaken the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt, and to bring a ſcandal 
and reproach upon our Religion it ſelf, 
and to put an Advantage into the hands 
of the Adverſaries of it : it tends to lay 
a {tumbling-block in the way of fuch as 
are Athelſtically inclined : it tends ro 
diſtrat, and unlettle the Peoples minds 
about the more neceſſary points of Reli- 
gion; or, at leaſt, to divert them from 
- the ſerious pradtice of them : and it tends 
ro the diſtraftion of Chriſtian Charity. 
And that which tends to any one of theſe, 
tends toa publick hurt and dammage; how 
much more that which tends to them all ? 
D 3 And 
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Ani in good ſadneſs, are the things on 
either hand about which we ditter, of 
ſuch neceſſity or value, as that for the 
ſake thereof the publick intereſt of Rel!- 
pion, and of the Nation, ſhould run ſuch 

azards, and ſuſtain ſuch apparent dam- 
wapge by contending for them as they do ? 
Or.,can 1t be thought, when ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered, that God, who hath ſaid, / de- 
fered Mercy, and net Sacrifice ; ard the 
knowledge of God rather than burnt-off erings 
( which yet were his own inſtitutions ) 
is ſucha lover of thoſe things which are 
but circumſtances cf inſtitutions at moſt, 
wherein our difference az to communion 
of private Members lies, as that he had 
rather the intereſt of Retigion in the 
main, and of National Societies of Men 
ſhould deeply futfer, then that thoſe cir- 
cumſtances ſhould be either waved, or 
born withall ? Me-thinks,thcofe who have 
not Love and Zeal enough for Religion 
to be reſtrained from ſuch dividing wayes 
and pradtices as evidently tend to its great 
pre)udice, ſhould yet be reſtrained there- 
from upon account of their own ſecular 
intereſt,as that is expoſed thereby to great 
hazards, as that is involved in the com- 
mon Fate of the. Nation; alwayes re- 
membring who hath fail, A MNatrion 
En Ti 4 : dividel 
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divided egainf# 1t ſelf, is brought to deſola- 


tion, 
VI. Director. 


Thoſe that would keep the Unity. ot 
the Spirit in the bon1 of Peace, had need 
to be carctul not tc impoſe unon then 
Chriſtian Brethre1,as convictions of com- 
munion, things of doubtful diſputation, 
or which ace not ſome way nece!lary to 
further the great ends of Relizion. Be- 
cauſe,though fome ſuch thinzs may not be 
unlawful in themſelves, . yet ſo long as 
they are though: to be 19 by many, 1- 
wi:l occaſion a breach, as expeitence ſhews 
that from time to time It hath done. An! 
when the impoſition of any thing that 15 
apt todo fo, may be forborn without any 
detriment to Chriſtianity in its en4 or 
means, without any diſhonour to God, or 
wrong to Mens Souls ; it feems altege- 
ther incongruous, then to impoſe 1t. 
When the believing Gentllez would im- 
poſe upon the believing Jews to ufe the 
ſame Liberty in Meat which they them- 
ſelves did, when thoſe Jews were pei- 
{waded it was unlawfu] for them-fo to do : 
and when, again, the beitevins Jews 
would impoſe upon the belicving Gentiles 
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the obſervation of dayes, and other le- 
gal Rites which the Gentiles ſcrupled, and 
that they fell to judging one another 
hereupon; St. Pas/ interpoſed, and di- 
reed, and perſwaded them, that inſtead 
of this, they would judge this rather, as 

better becoming them, that zo 2247 par 4 
ftumbling-block, or an eccafion to fall in his 
Brothers way : that they would not by 
impoſitions, tempt one another to do 
that which they could not do with fſatis- 
faction of Conſcience, or elſe to ſeparate : 
And to put one another upon a neceſſity 
of doing either the one or the other, ar- 
pueld great uncharitableneſs, Rom. 14. 13. 
An1 when he had. in ver. 1. exhorted the 
ſtrong to receive the weak into their com- 
munton, he cautions them, that by no 
means they would trouble them with mat- 
ters of doubtful diſputation. 

That agreement of Chriſtians in the 
ſubſtance of Dofrine and Worſhip, up- 
on which they became one Body at the 
firſt, is doubtleſs ſufficient, without any 
addition, to continue that Union in com- 
munion. An upon this very thing was 
the Communion of the Apoſtolical 
Churches Founded : And the going off 
from this, and the adding ſuch conditions 
of Communion as are not found in 
Ye, — Scripture, 
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Scripture, hath Deer. Fatal to the Churches 
Peace, and that wiiich hath, ft om time to 
time, broken it into pieces. Men thouid 
alwayes make cholce of meatis fittey to 
their end. And therefore thoſe who de- 
ſign the eſtabliſhing of Peace any Unity 
in the Church, ſhould beware of impo- 
ſing ſuch things on their Brethren as 
are like to prove a bone of contention, 
when they may be forborn without pre- 
judice to any. The contrary many times 
proves ( asI havefaid ) very miſchievous 
to the Church. As Parents tempt their 
Childien to with'lraw that reverence and 
obedience which is duc in things necefla- 
ry, by impoſing upon them unnece” arily, 
out of humour, ( againſt which they are 
caut:oned, Ce/. 4.) So Mens greater 
Extravagancies In the Church, trequently 
take their firſt riſe from the impoſing of 
ſuch things on them which migh: well 
have been torborn. 

In the choice of Circumſtances about 
Worſhip wherein there is a liberty of 
choice, it would alwayes, for Peace and 
Unity ſake, be conſidered, what the 
People arc able to bear : a thing which 
our firſt Reformers had an eye to; and 
Moje: would never have permitted dl- 
Vorce, but that the temper of the you 
| ea 
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leai4 him toit: He ſuſſered it for the h»rd- 
eſs of their hearts. Our Saviour alſo in 
his condu& had reſj:e&t to the capacity 
an4 temper of the People; he preache 
to them 5 they were able rv bear, Mare4.33. 
And did forbear to declare many things to 
his Diſciples which he ha1to ſay, &#ecanſe 
they could not hear them ther, John 16. 
12. 

Chriſtians of all Capacities, whether 
their ſtanding be hizher or lower in the 
Church, are to do nothing to one another, 
but what doth wel: conſiſt with Love. 
The precept is Univerſal both in reſpe& 
of Perſons and things : Let all your thiags 
be done with Charity, .1- Cor. 16. 14. by 
Love ſerve one anther, Gal. 5.13. For- 
bearing one another in Love, Ephel. 4. 2. 
The very ſeverities of Excommunication 
are to proceed from Love to the delin- 
quents ſoul; 1 hat the Spirit may be ſaved 
1n the day "of the Lord Teſur. And there- 
fore nothing ſhould be impoſe1 that 
ſavours of want of Love or tendernefs ; 
No burdening of one anothers Conſci- 
ence:, but rather bearing one anothers bur- 
thenr, and ſo fulfilling the Law of Chriſt : 
Imitating St. Pau/, who ſaid, was 
gentle arnong yon, even as a Nurſe cheriſh-th 


fer Children. And without doubt, this 
is 
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is the beſt method to preſerve and in- 
creaſe Peace, Love, and Unity, and the 
edification of the Church; Epi. 4. 16. 
Edifyiny it ſelf in Love. 


VII. Derettios. 


Thoſe that would encteavour to keep 
the Unity ot the Spirit 1n the bent of 
Peacc, as they ought, muſt not fo con- 
tend on any lice tor external circumſtan- 
ces about the adminiſtration of hol 
things, as thercby to expoſe the fub- 
ſtantials of Chriltianity, Peace, Charity, 
and Unity, to ruine and deſtrution. For 
the preſervation of that which is moſt 
eſſential to the keeping of the Unity of 
the Spirit, as Peace and Charity are, is 
mere to be enceavoured, than the retain- 
ing what is but circumitantial to it, as a 
more or lef; convenient mode of Admi- 


niſtration is. 


The Unity of the Spirit 


may be kept in the ule of a leſs convenient 
mode of Adminiſtration, when a more 
convenient cannot be had without the 


loſs of Peace, Charity, and _ but 
the Unity of the Spirit cannot be 


kept 


where Peace and Charity are ba- 


niſhe1. 


Peace, Charity, and Unity, arc duties 
; | | of 
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of a higher Nature than circumſtances 
about Adminiſtrations that are not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, but only more conveni- 
ent. To love our Neighbour as our 
lelves, is the Koyal Law, ( Jam. 2. 10. ) 
one of the two great Commandments , 
( ure 22. 39. ) the fulfilling of the Law, 
( Rom. 13. 10. ) the more excellent way, 
( 1 Cor. 12. 31. ) greater than Faith or 
Hope, 1 (5.13. laſt ver. And fo, Peace 
is that: in which, together with Righreoul- 
nefs, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Kingdome cf God conſiſts, (Km. 14. 17.) 
and which is to Xx. in our hearts, and 
to over-rule in many caſes, « «/. 3. 15. 
Charity and Peace are great Moral duties, 
in which much of the Chriſtian Religion, 
in the power ©f it, doth conſiſt. as 
being that wherein a Man moſt reſembles 
God, and by which God dwells in him, 
and he in God, I Joh. 4. 16. And when 
theſe fall intro competition with circum- 
ſtances relating not to the being, but 
only to the better conſtiturion of 
Churches and Minittry, and the Admini- 
{tration of Ordinances in a better mode, 
and to the better exerciſe of diſcipline 
and government ; they -are to give place 
to Peace, Love, an1 Unity; and nor 
Peace, Love, and Unity, to them. 


| I. Becauſe 
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1, Becauſe thoſe are but means 
ſubordinate and ſubſervient to theſe as 
their end : and the means, as ſuch, are no 
farther uleful than they are ſerviceable to 
their end. Which may be the reaſon 


why wafhing of Saints feet, the gifts of 


Charity, the annointing the Sick with 
Oyl in the Name ofthe Lord, have been 
diſ-uſed, though otherwiſe once en- 


 Joyned. 


2. Thoſe controverted points about 
the betternefs of wayes and modes of 
Adminiitration, on which fide ſoever the 
Truth falls, are not things wherein the 
glory of God, the Honour and ſucceſs 
of Religion, and the good and Salvation 
of Men are ſo much concerned, as they 
are in the great duties of Love, Peace , 
and Unity, and whiat depends upen theſe: 
and therefore it muſt needs be a duty of 
a higher Nature, and of greater obliga- 
tion, to ſecure and promote Love, Peace, 
and Unity, which are the greater, than 
the betterneſs of Modes of Adminiſtra- 
tion, which are but the leſs. And a 
Man's duty in the leſs is to be pleaded 
only in ſubordination to his duty in the 
greater, but never in oppoſition to it- 
And therefore well might St. Pas/ ſay, 
[ above all theſe things) put vn Charity * 

which 


JD 
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which is the bond of perfettneſs, Col. 3. I4. 
And St. Peer likewiſe : | avove all things ] 
have fervent Charity amvar your ſelves. 
1 Pet. 4. 12. An1 if above all things, 
then above the circumitances relating to 
the conſtitution of Churches, to Mini- 
ſry, Adminiſtration of Holy thinys, an4 
diſcipline. I might both amplitie, and 
exemplitie this, an:1 over-prove lt, in 
ſhewins how that duties which become 
{o only by inſtitution, are alwayes to give 
way to Moral dutics, when they come in 
competition. / will have Mercy, and 
wor Sacrifice, Hol. 6. 6 Mat. 9. 13. an4 
12. 7. Go, and be firſt reconciled ro thy 
Broth:r, ayd then C274C ayd off er thy gate ; 
Mat. 5. 24. Circumciſion walted upon, 
and was ſuſpended, upon a Moral receſ- 
ſity, forty years in the Wilderneſs, being 


intermitted fo long, fo/#.5. Now then, 


if poſitive precepts themſelves are ſuper- 
ſeded by Moral, when they come into 
competition 3 then ſo are thoſe things 
much more which are but circumſtances 
relating to inſtitutions, and ſuch circum- 
ſtances too. as that it 13 matter of diſpute 
among Wiſe and good Men on both ſides, 
which, whether theſe or thoſe, do beſt 
agree with the Nature and ends of thoſe 
inſtitutions. 

Now, 
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Now, that our dividing , ſeparating, 
and running into parties, upon the ac- 
count of the leſſer things fore-mentioned, 
does tend to the decay and deſtruction of 
Love, as well as Peace and Unity, is a 
thing too apparent. in our own experience, 
to need proof. That which is an occa- 
ſion of ſeparation, will certainly leſſen, 
if it do not quite deſtroy Love. The 
Law of Commandments contained In Or- 
dinances, which was a Wall of Separation, 
or partition, between Jews and Gentiles, is 
called the Emmy, Ephel. 2. 15. Be- 
cauſe, as it did ſeparate them, it was rhe 
cauſe of enmity, and Jaid waſte Charity, 
az all ſeparation upon a Religious account 
ever hath dune,more cr leſs. And to de- 
ny this, whatever one of late hath faid 
to the contrary, is to contradict the ge- 
neral ſenſe and experience of Men. And 
therefore what is our dividing upon the 
terms before deſcribed, but a Method of 
ſecking to purchaſe little things in Religi- 
on with the loſs of great? Of ſecuring 
Circumſtances.with the loſs of ſubſtance ; 
of obtaining ſuppcſed conveniencies,with 
the loſs of what 1s certainly, and abſo- 
lutely neceſſary : it is as if they ſhould 
have Robbed the Temple to build a Syna- 
gogue, And 1 fear rhis will be toundan 
I! 
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ill way of trading with our Maſter's Ta- 
lents, and ſuch as will turn bur to a bad 
accoun:, when profit and loſs is com- 
puted. The want of a due care to pre- 
ter Charity before things lels confidera- 
ble, hath berrayed many a one into that 
which St. Pax/Calls vain jangling, 1 Tim. 
I. 5, 6. The end of the Commandment 
( faith he ) :s Charity, from which ſome 
having (werved ( or not aiming at, as it 
is in the Margin, ) have turned a/d: 16 
Vain jargling. 


VIII. Drretlior. 


_ To the keeping of the Unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of Peace, its greatly 
nece{fary to take heed of dividing Princi- 
ples. Becaufe thele eſpecially are the 
ſpring of irregular morion, of breakihg 
alunder inſtead of Unitinzg. There are 
indeed other cauſes of unlawful diviſions 
and ſeparations ; but they ſcarce ever pro- 
ceed to any height in producing ſuch 
effets, wirhout this. Pride, Self-con- 
ceitedneſs, Uncharitableneſs.and affeftion 
of ſingularity, are alſo cauſes of this evil : 
but theſe uſually A& under the colour of 
fome one or more miſtaken Principles. TI 
ſhall inſtance in fome of them, — 
; rhe 
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the longer upon them, becauſe they ar® 
the Weapons 1a which Church-Dividers 
do uſually put their truſt. Some of 
them relate to the qualification ofChurch- 
Members , and the conſtitution of 
Churches : ſome to the Werſhip per- 
formed in Churches ; and ſome to the 
Magiſtrates Authority enjoyning that 
Worſhip. I ſhall begin with what con- 
cernz the qualification of Perſons of 
which Churches are conſtiruted, 


1... viding Principle to be avoided: 


That Churches Founded in Infant- 
wr Es are not. to be held Communion 
with. 

This tenet is built upon a ſuppoſition 
that Baptiſm adminiſtred to Infants is a 
Nnllity, 1s invalid, and no Baptiſm, and 
that therefore Churches made up of Pe- 
dobaptiſts, are nn true Churches. To 
this I have two things to ſay. 1. That 
they of rhis way, will never be able to 
prove Infant-Baptiſm a Nullity. 2. That 
if they could prove it an errour, yet they 


cannor prove it to be anerrour of that 


Nature, as will be a ſufficient ground of 
ſeparation. 

Firſt, they will never be able to prove 

E It 
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tt a Nullity, and till they do prove it to 
be fo, they will never be able to juſtitie 
 feparation upon account of it. For if 
they pronounce them no true Churches , 
and renounce Communion with them 
upen that account, they muſt prove thelr 
charge, or lye under the blame of a talſe 
accuſation, and an unjuſt ſeparation. Tt 
lyes on their part to prove their retuſing 
Church-communion with ſuch, to have a 
ſufficient ground to juſtitie rheir pratice. 
It ever they prove Baptiſm adminiſtred to 
the Infants of Believers to be a Nullity, 
ir muſt be, 1. By diſproving their Church- 
Relation. And, 2. By proving their 
excluſion out of Chriſt's Commiſſion to 
Baptize; and thirdly, by proving that 
the ends of Baptiſm are nor attained , 
when adminiſtred ro them. And that 
they are never like to do this, conſider 
——_s I have to otter to make you think 
Os 

I. That they cannot diſprove ſuch to 
be of the Church, if they ſhould atempt 
it, I have two things to lay in their 
way. 

Firſt, that the ſame Jewiſh Children 
which were viſibly of the Church 
immediately before their Parents 
became Chriſtians at the firſt, 

CON 
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continued to beſo after. Thereafon of 
which atfeftion is this; Becauſe they 
were not under the diſchurching caule of 
as many of the Jews as were diſchurched, 
and that was unbeliet, and wilful diſobe- 
dience in reje&ing the Goſpel ; of which 
they could not be guilty by any A& of 
their own, or of their Parents, as impu- 
tel to them. Becanſe of unbelief, ſaith 
St. Paul, they were brokea off, Rom. 11. 
20. Seeallo Fohn 8. 35. If it be faid 
they were diſchurchel in the diſſolution 
of the Jewiſh Church-ſtate in general ; it 
is bur an evaſion which will not help 
them : for the fore-cited Text is flatly 
againſt them. For all that were not 
broken off by unbelies did continue un- 
broken of; that is, they {till kept their 
place and ſtanding in the Church of God. 
And therefore to aſton any other cauſe of 
diichurching any than the Scripture hath 
aſſizned ; or, at leait, any other withour 
this here aſſigned and determined by the 
Apoſtle, is roo great prefumprion, and 
ſuch as will not fſarisfie an impartial 
mind. ' 

Secondly, our Saviour hath declared , 
little Children to be of the Church, when 
he ſaid, of ſuch * the Krrgdom of Heaver, 
Mart. 19. 14. Tf any by Kingdome of 

E 2 Heaven 


52 A Perſwaſive to Peace ani Unity 


Heaven have a mind to underiiand it of 
the Kinydom of Glory, yet chey may 
remember, that none are of the King- 
dome of Glory, who were not tilt of the 
Church, firſt of the Kizgdome of Grace 
here. So that it comes all ro one, un- 
deritand it of which you wlll. 

If they ſhall ſay, | hat by S«ch, here is 
not meant fuch in aze, but ſuch in quality, 
fuch as are like Children in Humility and 
Innocency : The {cope of the place, and 
the purpole ro which the words are ap- 
plye!, will not futfer them ſo to under- 
itand them. For the words, of ſuch 1s 
the Kingdome of Heaven, are our tavi- 
our's reaſcn by which he would take off 
his Difciples trom hindering little Child- 
rea, properly taken, from being brouzht 
unto him, and of juſtifying their practice 
that brought them. S»ffer /irle t bildven 
ro com? ut wt. ard forbid thems x0t., laith 
he, to- of (uch is the Kingdoms of Heavesr. 
And if we thould underſtand by ſuch, not 
{uch Children properly, but Men, like 
ſuch in quality, we deſtroy the force and 
ſence of our Seviow”s reaſon, and render 
it wholly t:conſequent. For it doth 
not follow at all that Lecaufe the King- 
dome of Heaven is of other Perſons like 
tle Children in ſcme other things, but 
altogether 
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alrogether unlize them in what was the 
matter of exception azzinſt tnew being 
brought to Chriſt. whici was cheir mi- 
nority or infancy, thi: therefore lirtle 
Children properly unyerſtool, ought to 
be ſuifered, an nor torbidden to Le 
brought to Chrii't, Such a renuring the 
{ence WOUId tal ten a faliaz; of four terms 
ON our Saviou;”s worus, of puttitis one 
thing In the pr: mus, and anorher in the 
concluſion, as you will ſee if you caſt 
them into a ſy!logiim, 

Beiices, our Saviour plainly declare] 
the Relation of little Children to himſelf, 
when, at another time, he taking a little 
Child, fail , Whoſoever receiv; th [ this} 
Rk: Chotd tin my Dame, recerveth 6. 
Lnk. 9. 43. Fer how coul: a little 
Child be received in his Name. if it were 
not vitibly relatel to him? To receive 
one in Chriſt's Name. an'l to receive one 
becauſe he belongs to Chrilt, is one and 
the ſame thing, Mark 9. 4T. 

t. If ſuch Children thea are of the 
Church, and Reated to Chriſt ; tc Bap- 
tize them, cannot be proved unlawful. 
An1l the reaſon is, becauſe the fame thing 
which qualifies aly Pe.1>nz for Church- 
Member-ſhip, q: a/ihes them for Baptiſm. 
And Baptiſm is a ſacred Rite of Chriſti- 
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aniry inſtituted by Chriſt, ſolemnly to 
publiſh and declare ſuch to be of the 
Church as are Baptized : it is a Chriſt,aan 
badge to declare to whom they do be- 
long. There is one Body,, and one Bap- 
tifm for all of that one Body, Epheſ. 4+ 
4, 5+ I Cor. 12. 13, 

2. It the Infants of believing Parents 
be of the Church, it cannot be proved 
that they are excluiled out of Chriſt's 
Commiſſion to be Baptized, Mar. 25. 
18, And the reaſon 1s plain, becauſe 
they can never be diſproved to be Diſci- 
p:e3 of Chriſt in one fence or other, that 
are viſibly of the Church. For the 
Church is Chriſt's School : and all that 
are of the Church, are Chriſt's 5cholars. 
Tf they fay, Infants are no Difciplez, be- 
cauſe rhcy arc not ina capacity to learn z 
T anfwer. Although they are not in the 
propereit, and neareſt capacity to learn , 
yet It aoth not therefore follow, rhat 
they are In no ſuch capacity cf it, as that 
they may be called, and reputed to be 
Diſciples, or Learners. The Scripture 
uſeth to reckon, or impute the doing of 
things to Children, when yet they have 
been but in as remote a capacity of -de- 
ing thoie thinys themſelves, as they are 
of Learning. Thus little Children 
RS | were 
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were ſaid to enter into Covenant, Dzar. 
29. II, 12. to keep Covenant, and to 
break Covenant, Ger. 17, 1c. 14: And 
the Children of the Kohorhite; of a monerh 
old, were ſaid to keep the charge «of the 
Santtuary), Numb. Zo 29, And Levito 
pay Tithes in 4brahem, while he was yet 
in hi: Loins, Heb. 7.9, 10. Doubrlets, 
they were ſaid to do theſe things, either 
becauſe they did them virtually in their 
Parents, as being morally one with them 
untill they could chufe tor themſelves :; 
Or elſe, becauſe they were under viſible 
Circumſtances of being certainly taught 
by their Parents ta do them themſelves, 
when they ſhould be in the neareſt, and 
propereſt capacity fo to do, and to own 
what their Parents had done on their be- 
half in the mean time, as much as if they 
had done 1t in their own Perſons, Bur 
for whether of thele reaſons, or for both, 
or for any other they were faid to do 
{uch things while but Children, for the 


fame reaſons may little Children while 


but fuch, teas truly faid to be Diſciples 
or Learners. And upon ore account or 
orher, Children as well as Parents, are 
called Difciples, in A. 15. 10, Where 
fomes urging the neceſſity of the Gen= 
tiles being Circumciſel after the manner 
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of Moſes, that is, to be proſfelyted by 
Circumciſion, is called, a laying a yoak 
upon the neck of the Diſciples. Seeing 
then, the manner of Moſes was to 
Circumciſe Prolelytes , both Fathers , 
and Male Children, and the preſſing the 
continuance of this among all Gentiles 
Proſelyted to Chriſtianity, is called , a 
Putting a yoak upon the neck of the Di- 
{ciples ; it is impoſſible to prove bur that 
the Children, as well as the Fathers, are 
meant by the Diſciples, upon whoſe neck 
the yoak would have been lai4, becauſe 
it is manifeſt they, as well as their Fa- 
thers, were the Perſons, whoſe Circum- 
ciſion was urged as neceſſary. For theſe 
reaſons I conclude they will never be able 
to prove little Children to be no Diſciples : 
and if not, they can never be able to 
prove them excluded out of Chriſt's 
Commiſſion for Baptizing Diſciples. 

3. They cannot prove that the ends of 
Baptiſm are not attained when Admini- 
ſtred to Infants of Believins Parents. 
Firſt, one great end of Baptiſm, is to 
ſenifie to all Men by viſible fign and re- 
preſentation, the fame thing which Gods 
Covenant in the Gpſpel doth by Word. 
Baptiſm conveys to the mind by the ſenſe 
of ſeeing, the ſame thing as the word of 
CE e's « ki. the 
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the Goſpel doth by the ſenſe of hearin>, 
which is the Covenant of Salvation,or the 
terms on which Goa hi:h promiſe 
to ſave Men. Chrilt's Death, Burial, 
and Reſurre&ion, az the means by which 
parden and Salvation are conqitionaJly 
obtaine4 for, and promiſed to all Men, 
cre ſignified in Baptiſm. And our dying 
unto fin and riting toa new Life, as the 
condi ion upon which that pardon and 
Salvation are promile.i, are likewiſe ſig- 
nified in Baptiſm. Hence we are aid to 
be buryed with Chriſt in Baptiſm into 
Death, and to beraifed with him, X---.6, 
3,435,6. Co/.2.12. And tobe ſaved 
as by a figure by Baptiſm, as it ſignifies 
the Reſurreqion of Cariit, and the an- 
{wer of a good Conlcicnce, 1 Pet. 3. 21. 
And becauſe the ſubſtance of the new 
Covenant is repreſented in Paptiſm ; 
thence it is that Baptifm 13 ca:led the ſign 
of the Covenant, And becauſe it is an 
inſtitution of God to aſſure Men thar 
upon the terms {igniiied by it, they ſhall 
be pardoned, and, favel, thence it is 
called the Seal of the Covenant, as Cir- 
cumciſion for the like reaſon was. For 
Circumciſion was a ſign to ſignifie upon 
what condition God promiſed Men to be 
their God, and a Ceal to aſſure them that 
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upon thcir perfo:ming that Condition, 
he would be their Go:l. And the Con- 
dition i1znified was Circumciſion in the 
SPIrit, as St. Paul expounds It, Rom, 2. 
KY 29. that is, mortification, or the 
change of the heart,theſame for ſubſtance 
with the new Birth, repreſented in Bap- 
tiſm. But then Baptiſm no more than 
Circumciſion, doth ligniftie that all thar 
have received it, have performed the 
Condition of the promiſe of Salvation 
therein ſignified, but to aſſure them and 
all others, that upon the performance of 
It, the benefits promiſe ſhall be confer- 
red. For the 11gn of the Covenant doth 
not ſjeniiic more to Men than the Cove- 
nant it ſelf : and the Covenant it felf 
doth not ſigniſie to Men that they have 
performed the Condition of it. As to 
this end then, as Circumciſion was of a 
publick and common ufe to the Females 
as well as the Males, though they were 
not circumciſed themſelves; fo is Bap- 
tiſm much more both to the Perſons 
themlelves who are Baptized, and to all 
others, as well when it is adminiſtred to 
Children, as when to Men of riper years. 
2. Another end of Baptiſm is to ob- 
ige the Perſons Baptized to perform the 
Condition of the Covenant in being born 
a2aln, 
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again, of making them new hearts, and 
becoming new Creatures, as ever they 
hope to receive the bcnefts of pardon 
and Salvation, promiſed in the Covenant 
upon that Condition. It 1s trom this 
Oblization that a holy Lie is frequently 
preſſed upon Chriſtians trom their having 
been Baptized, and that it 1s callel, the 
baptiſm unto Kepent ance, Rom. 6. Col. 
2 and 3 Chap. Mark 1. And Baptiſm 
can be no leſs an Obligation to Kepent- 
ance and a Holy Life when adminiſtred 
to Infants, than Circumciſion was in like 
caſe : and yet St. Pan! faid, that who- 
foever was Circumciſe!, was bound to 
keep the Law, Gal. 5. And thoſe Bap- 
tized in their Infancy, if when they come 
to years of diſcretion, do prove ſuch as 
nake Conſcience of their own perſona] 
Obligation, they uſually take themſelves 
to beas much oblized by tneir Infant- 
Baptiſm, as they do who are Baptized at 
years of diſcretion, and viitharge it as 
well. All which conjidered , Infant- 
Baptiſm cannot be proved a Nullity as to 
this end neither. 

3. Another end of Baptiſm, if it be 
not theſame with that betore mentioned, 
is a ſolemn dedication of the perſcn 
Baptized, te the Worſhip and Service - 
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the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, called 
a being Baptized in the Name.,or into the 
Name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Mat. 28. And 1s not ſuchan A& done 
by Parents as obliging to their Children, 
as that of the Jews was when they rook, 
upon them, ard decreed for their Seed, that 
they ſhauld keep the dayes of purim? AnJ 
as that of Sampſo,'s Parents was in devo- 
ting himto be a Nazarice from the womb, 
Eft. 9. 27, 25, ZI. Judges 16. 179, Or, 
as the Parents Covenant with the Gi eo- 
#8res, was to their Children after them. 
Or, as David's and Frnathas's was to 
their Seed, 1 Sam. 20. 42. Or, as the 
Fathers Af in Circumciſing his Child , 
was oblizing to the Child afterwards to 
keep the Law. 

4. Another end and uſe of Baptiſm is 
ſolemnly to declare fuch to be of the 
Church, who are Baptized, and to figni- 
fie theit right to Church-priviledges, and 
as the Chriſtian badge to be a mark of 
diſtintion berween cempleat Members -t 
the Church, and thoſe which are nor ; 
even as Circumciſion was of old. In- 
fants are as capable of theſe ends by Bap- 
tiſm, as they formerly, were by Circum- 
ciſ1on. 

It it be ſaid, there may be other ends 
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of Baptiſmthar cannot be attained in In- 
fants Baptiſm, as they may In the Bap- 
tilm of thoſe of riper years : yet, if this 
be granted, it will not therefore follow, 
that their Baptiſm is a Nullity, fo long 
as other ends of Baptiſm are attained 
thereby. Tt might as well be faid, that 
more ends of Circumcihon were attain- 
able in the Circumcition of grown Pro- 
ſelytes than of Minor Proſelytes : bur 
it there were, It did not make their Cir- 
cumcition Null. Our Saviour did not by 
his Per fonal Baptiſm profeſs Repentance - 
and Mortification of any fin cf his, and 
belief of pardon of it, (as many others 
did of their fins in their Baptiſra ) be- 
cauſe he had none to repent of, to mor- 
titie, or to be pardoned : and yet I hope 
none will fay his Baptiſm was a Nullity, 
And if the abſence of ſuch a profeſſion 
did not make his Baptiſm a Nullity, how 
can it be proved that the abſenee of it 
will make the Baptiſm of Infants to be a 
Nullity ? The abſence of one end of 
Baptiſm, doth no more make it uſeleſs as 
to all other ends, and, confequently, no 
more a Nullity, then all ſuch Marr iages 
ate Nullities where procreation of Child- 
ren, which is one end of Marriage, is not 
attainable, 

Now 
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Now then, conſidering what hath 
beenſaid about Infan's Church- Member- 
ſhip, and Diſciple-thip, and the attain- 
ableneſs of the ends of Baptiſm in their 
Baptiſm, I appeal to all who are not 
over-grown with prejudice and parti- 
ality , whether ever Intant- Baptiſm be 
like to be proved to bea Nullity : And 
if not, whether ſeparation upon ſuppo= 
ſition that it is, be not a cauſleſs rent in 
the Church, which is Schifm in the for- 
mality of it. 

But beltides all this, T have another 
thing in the ſecond place to ſay, an1 that 
is, that if Inſant-Baptiſm could be 
proved an errour, yet it can never be pro- 
ved tc be anerrour of that Nature as will 
of it ſelf, and without any other cauſe, 
be a ſufficient ground of ſeparation, as 
to other Aqts of Church-Communion. 
To make this out, I ſhall take cne thing 
for granted, which I belleve very few, it 
any, of the Anabaptiſts will deny, and 
that is, that many, at leaſt, of the 
Pedobapriſts are godly , both of Men 
and Women. The are Santrifi:d in Chriſt 
Feſas, called te be Sarnts, and ſuch as call 
upon the Name »f Feſus Chrilt our Lord + 
and theſe, and ſuch like Charafters are 
Churches deſcribed by in the Epiſtles , 
which 
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which the Apoſtles wrote to them. 

1. I reaſon thus then : If Pedobap- 
tiſts are godly Men, ſuch as believe in 
Chriſt. then they are Members ct Chritt : 
and if they are Members of Chriſt, they 
are of his Body, the Church : and if 
they be of the Church, chen they have 
right to Communton wich the Church, 
and they that deny it them, deny them 
their right : Becauſe Union with the 
whole, creates a right to Communion 
with the parts in all Bodies, Natural , 
Political, or Myſtical. The Miniſtra- 
tion of Goſpel-Ordinances, which is 
given by Chriſt for the Edification of the 
whole Body, belongs to every part, 
E pheſ. 4. 12. I Cor. 3. 21, 22, 23. 

If it be ſaid, though ſuch Fedobap- 
tiſts have a remote right, yet without 
Baptiſm after Faith they cannot have an 
immediate right to Church-Conmunion : 
I anſwer. that Baptiſm after Faith, can 
be no more neceſſary to Church-Com- 
munion, then it is unto Salvation. For 
the means cannot be more neceſſary to 
the ſubordinate end which is Church- 
Communion, then ir is to rhe principal, 
which is Salvation. And Baptiſm is ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation but by way of duty 
Where opportunity occurs, but not by 
doing 
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doing ones duty 15 wanting. And if to 
be Baptizelatter Faith, were indee-l the 
Pedobaptiits duty, the true .reaſcn why 
they do not perform it, is the want of a 


Moral opportunity, that is, the want of 


conviction that it is their duty, they 
verily believing they were ſufficiently 
Baptized in their Infaucy, an that It is 
not Lawful for them to be re-baptizel. 
And all the while they remain unler this 
perſwation, they can no more lawfully 
recelve an atter-baptizing by a voluntary 
ſubmiſſion to It, then they can who de- 
ſire to be BaptizeJ, but want the oppor- 
tunity of that health, or ſuch an admi- 
niſtratcr, as 1s nece/ary thereto. And 
if their right to Salvation under theſe 
Circumſtances, be not cut off, as doubt- 
leſs, it is not for the reaſon betere given, 
then no more can thei” right to Church- 
Communion be thereby cut ctf for the 
fame reaſon. T think I may very ſafely 
{ay, that there 1s 15 errour in judgment 
about Baptiſm, nor about any other 
thing, which yer 1: conſiſtent with ſaving 
Faith and Love, and not pertinactouſly 
perſiſted in after conviction, for which a 
Man can duly be deprived of Church- 
Communion, that doth not by his volun- 
tary 
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tary ſeparation deprive himſelf of it : 
which perſiſting in errour after convictts 
on is not the caſe of the honeſt-minded 
Pedobaptiſts, though they ſhould be 
ſuppoſed to bein errcour. Perſons erring 
upon no worſe terms, are, doubtleſs, the 
objedts cf Chriſtian forbearance in the 
Church, and not of ſuch ſeverity as to 
exclude them from Communion: This 
you nay takeas a further account why IT 
ſaid Baptiſm after Faith can be no more 
neceſſary to Church-Communion, then it 
is utits Salvation. 

2. If very many of the Pedobaptiſts 
are ſuch godly Perfons, and true believers 
in Chriſt, as are afore deſcribed, then ir 
cannot be denyed but they are ſuch whom 
the Lord hath received into Communion 
with himſelf: and if ſo, then thoſe who 
are likewiſe his People, ought to receive 
them into their Communion too; Row. 14. 
I -- 3. Himzthat is weak im the faitbreceive 
Je, for God hath recerved him, Rom. 15, 7. 
Wherefore receive ye one another, as Chriſt 
received us, Tt it be ſaid, theſe Script= 
ure concern ſuch as were duly Baptized : 
I anſwer, That the reaſon why they 
ſhould receive one another, 1s nor fercht 
from their having been Baptized , but 
from the Lord's Ro_y them. And 

no 
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no luppoled errour win Perſons about 
Baptiſm, can be a reafon why they 
ſhould nor be received to Comnunion , 
tarther then It is a reaſon to prove that 
the Lord hath not received them. St. 
Peter thought it a good reaſon why the 
Chriſtians ſhould make no difference be- 
tween believing Jews and believing Gen- 
tiles, though they were of different per- 
{waſions about the neceſſity , and non- 
neceſſity of Circumciſicn ( where the 
one erred ) becavle the Lord made no 
difference , but gave to one the Holy 
Ghoſt as well as to the other, and puri- 
fied the hearts of the oneby Faith as well 
as the other, 4&s 15. 8, 9. His reafon 
is not {ercht from the Nature cf the 
things wherein they differed, but from 
God's giving them an equal intereſt in his 
grace nctwithſtanding their difference. 
Wanen God had vouchſafed the gift of 
his grace and Spirit to the Gentiles as 
well as to the Jews, St. Peter thought 
that if after this he ſhould have kept the 
ſame diſtance from them as before he 
thought he was bound ro do, he ſhould 
have withſtood God in fo doing, 4&.11. 
17. For as much then as God gave them 
the lik- gift, as he did arto us, who beliew:d 
cn the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; what was I, aoyr” 
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1 could withſtand God? To keep at a 
diſtance from thole to whom God draws 
nigh in the Communication of his grace 
and Spirit, is, it ſeems, ro ſteer a courſe 
againſt God, or to withitand him. 

3. The Anabaptiſts and Pedobaptiſts, 
if Godly, do by Faith hold Communion 
one with another in eating the ſame Spi- 
ritual meat, and drinking the ſame Spi- 
ritual drink; the Body and Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt, which is the thing ſignified 
in the Lord's Supper : Except ye eat the 
fleſh of the Son of Man, ard driah, his blood, 
ye have no Life 17 you ; Joh. 6. 03s And 
therefore they cannot duly deny Com- 
munion with them in the Lord's Supper 
it ſelf, which is the ſign. 

I. Becauſe if they do, they thereby 
croſs one great end and deſign of God 
in that Ordinance ; which is ro increaſe 
and ſtrengthen Love and Unity among 
Chriſtians in communicating together in 
the ſign, upon account of their jzoynt- 
intereſt in, and Relation to Chriſt, the 
Subſtance. Chriſtians by their Commu- 
nion in that Ordinance, are made ro drink 
Into one Spirit, Or, into one-neſs of Spi- 
rit, 1 Cor. 12. 13. But by their thus 
refuſing to Communicate one with ano- 
ther, they do OY {in in not —_ 
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the Lord's appointed means to increaſe 
and ſtrengthen Love and Unity upon ac- 
count of common intereſt in the ſame 
Saviour, but aifſo in that by ſuch their 
retufal, they deſtroy Uniry, and weaken 
6: dIminith Love: rhey pull down inſtead 
of building up, ſteera contrary courſe - 

to Chriſt in appointing that Ordinance, 
2. Men's right to the ſign, proceeds 
upon the belt account from their right to 
the thing ſignified, though not trom that 
only. As thoſe who have right to ſuch 
or ſuch an Eſtate in Land, have thereby 
a right to the deeds and evidences by 
which ſuch a right is ro be declared : So 
thoſe that have a right to the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt through Faith, have 
thereby a right to the Lord's Supper, as 
an evidence appointed by God; by which 
ſuch their right is to be declared and ac- 
knowledged. And theretore as a detain- 
ing of ſuch evidence from him who by 
having right to the Land, hath right to 
the evidence, would be an injury : even 
ſo for any as much as in them lies to de- 
tain the Lord's Supper from them who 
by having right to the Body and Blood 
of Chrift, have right to the Lord's Sup- 
per as an evidence and ſign thereof, would 
be an injury litkewile, and that fo much 
| greater 
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oreater too, as Spiritual things are of 
more value then temporal. 

3. It is abſurd, and againſt common 
reaſon for them to grant that the Godly 
Pedobaptiſts have Communion with thenz 
in the greater and better part, and yet for 
a fuppoſed errour conſiſtent with faving 
Faith & Love,to deny it them in the leſs, 
whenas the greater alwayes includes the 
leſs. Bur for the Godly Pedobaptiſts to 
be partakers of. like precious Fatth with 
them, and thereby to eat of that Fleſh 
which 1s meat incleed, and to drink of thar 
Blood which is drink indeed, roge:her 
with themſelves ( a thing which the Ana- 
baptifts wil] not deny ) is certainly to 
have, hold, and enjoy Communion with 
- themin the greater, better, more Spiri- 
tual, and more ſubſtantia] part of Com- 
munion ; an1 therefore to deny it them 
in the out-ſide and letter of it, which is 
far leſs conſiderable, is very incongruous 
and contradidtious. 

What was objeftel by diſtinguiſhing 
between an immediate an1 remote right, 
if it ſhould be here brought in azain, 
hath been anſwered before, and the an- 
{wer need not be repeated, but only apply- 
ed here. An le: it be remembred alwayes, 
that there is a vaſt difference between 
F 3 thoſe 
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thoſe who deny, and thoſe that hold the 
neceſſity and uſefulneſs of water Baptiſm 
in theſe latter Ages of the Church. The 
Pedobapriſts are as much for water-Bap- 
tiſm, as the Anabaptiſts are, and hold 
themſelves as firmly engaged by their In- 
fant-Baptiſm, as they do by their after- 
Baptiſm. Tf this were not fo, their cale 
would not be ſo pleadable as now it 
Is. 

And forany to ſeparate from them upon 
account of their being Baptize4 in their 
Infancy, as It is without ground from 
Scriprure, I conceive, fo it is without all 
preſident in the Church of Chriſt tor the 
firſt fifteen hundred years and more. 
Though fore in the ancient Church were 
Baptized in Infancy, and ſome at Age, 
yct there was neverany breaking of Com- 
munion among them upon that ſcore fo 
far as ever I could learn, untill a Refor- 
mation ot qg Reformation was ſet on feot ; 
the one to puzle and confound the other : 
T mean, the attempt of the Anabaptiſts 
n Germany to Reform the Reformation 
by Zuther and others. Which may be 
a motive to refle& upon what they have 
done, and to review their grounds. Can 
they think to out-do. the Church © in 
Her pureſt times in point of Communion ? 
bit. Me-thinks 
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Me-thinks they ſhould greatly ſuſpect 
themſelves in their uncertaking wherein 
they go lo manifeſtly contrary to the 
Univerſal Church in all places and Aves 
till fo lately, as atore-ſaid. : 
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That it is unlawfii! t© 101d Communi- 
on with parochi”. Conzregations , not- 
withitan'ing they wave bLecn Baptized 
into the Þ& oi on of the true Faith, and 
continie in thar profeſſion. This is 
anoinher grand dividing Principle indeed. 
They who hold this, and practice ac- 
cordingly, muſt prove ſuch Communion 
unlawful, or elle lye under the guilt of 
a ſinful Schiſm, or cautieſs ſeparation , 
and of all the evil and miſchievous elects 
and conſequences of it. And to prove 
it unlawful; they muſt prove it is to, 
either by proving, 1. That all the Mem- 
bers of each Parochial Afſembly from 
which they ſeparate, are deſtitute of 
faving grace ; or, 2. By proving that the 
mixture of bad with good, makes Com- 
munion unlawful ; or, 3. By proving the 
conſtiturion of ſuch Congrezations bad, 
upon account of that diſtribution by 
which the whole Nation is divided into 
F 4 its 
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its parts and precinas; or, 4. By pro- 
ving the worſhip in thoſe Aſſemblies, to 
be ſuch az may not lawfully be joyned in. 
T heſe contain either all, or the principal 
pretended cauſes of a ſtate4 ſeparation. 
from them. For the plea upon account 
of the inſufficiency of ſome Miniſters, is 
a thing but of an accidental Nature, and 
no Univerſal pretence of ſeparation, 
And whether they are like to prove all, 
or indeed any of theſe, you may pleaſe 
to conſider what follows, and then 
judge. 

1. They cannot prove all the members 
of each parochial Aſſembly from which 
they ſeparate, to be deſtitute of favinz 
grace, much leſs to be ſo ſcandalous as to 
deſerve Excommunication. For, 

Firſt, there is ſo little a difference be- 
tween common grace, and the loweſt de- 
gree of ſpecial and faving grace, as makes 
it impoſſible for one Chriſtian to know 
another to be deſtitute of ſaving grace, 
the tenor of whoſe Life is not worſe 
then theirs, whoare the moſt inoffeniive 
and beſt diſpcſed in the Pariſhes. And 
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all deititute of ſaving grace; then, 

2. Its utterly againſt the rules of 
Charity, indeed of all Chriſtianity, to 
| | zudge 
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zudge ſuch to be deſtitute of ſaving grace, 
of which they cannot make certain 
proof. For ( harity thiuketh no evil, but 
beliewveth all things, ard hapeth all things, 
And for one Man to judge another to 
have no grace, or tc be in a damnable 
condition who 1s nct maniteitly guilty of 
living in ſuch ſins as for which the Script- 
ure exprefly excludes Men out of the 
Kinzdome of Heaven, is a thivg which 
the Scripture expreſly condemns asa great 
ſin. Mat. 7. LI. Jz#dge nor, that ye be not 
judged, Jam. 4. 12. Ht ho art thou that 
Judgeſt ancthe; ? And avaln, -# ho art thou 
that judgeſt another mans Se: vant ? Rom. 
14. 4. And can they prove-indced ( or 
will they undertake it ) that all the In- 
habitants of this or that Pariſh without 
exceprion, are guilty of ſuch ſins, as for 
which the Scripture doth exprefly bar 
Men out of the Kingdome of Heaven. 
And if ner, dare they judge them all to 
be ina reprobate or damnable condition ? 
And if they dare not, or cannot judge fo 
without manifeſt breach of Charity, then 
to be ſure they cannot prove that they 
areſo: And if they cannot prove it, what 
a horrid thing is it, or would It be to 
Judge whole Pariſhes by the lump to be 
ſuch? | 
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3. I querie how they will prove it is 
of abſolute neceſſity unto Lawfu] Com- 
munion with a Congregation thar have 
been Baptized into one Body the 

Church, that at leaſt ſome of them ſhould 
be ſavingly holy ? As Suppoſe the Church 
of /.a9dicer for inſtance had conſiſted all 
of ſuch as had only a form of Godlinets ; 
will they ſay, and prove it when they 
have done, thar Communton with them 
had been unlawful ' T ſuppoſe they will 
not, and am confident they cannot. 

2. They cannot prove that a mixture 
of the bad with the good makes Coni- 
munion with ſuch mixt Aſſemblies unlaw- 
ful. They can neither prove it by 
Scripture prohibition, nor by Scripture 
Example. : 

I. Let them ſhew where the Scripture 
forbids it. If they fay there, where it 
ſaith, if ary Man that 15 call d a Brother be 
a Forn:cator,or Covetonus,or an Idolator, or a 
railer, or a drunhard,or an Extortioner,with 
ſuch an 2ne #9, nt to eat; 1 Cor. 5. IT. 
And where again It faith, withdraw your 
ſelves from every Brother that walks diſyrd- 
erly, and the like. The Anſwer is ready, 
which is this; That thele, and all other 
Scriptures of like Nature, are to be con- 
. Iidered, either firſt, as injun&lons _—_ 
me 
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the Church as inveſted with the power of 
diſcipline; cr, ſeconuly, as commands 
to particular Perſons a part. So far as 
they belong to the Church in a publick 
capacity, and as inveſte.! with the power 
of diſcipline,they impoſe the duty of uſing 
the power of the Keyes tor the Reform- 
ing and Cure of the icandalous, and for 
reventing contagion in the Church. 
But {ſo far as they reſpe& Perſons in a 
ſingle and private capacity, they prohibit 
perſonal familiarity and converſe thereby 
to diſcountenance their evil, and to work 
them to a ſenſe cf it. and to caution 
others againſt it; and to ſecure them- 
ſelves from the infe&tion of ir. But then 
there is a vaſt difference between abſtain- 
ins from a perſora] familiarity and con- 
verſe with ſuch, and a withdrawing from 
the Church fer the ſake of ſuch : this is 
a fin, bur the other a duty. 
And whereas ſome have alledged the 
2 Cor. 6. 17. Come ont from among them, 
&c. This was no call to the better ſort 
of Chriſtians to ſeparate from the worſer, 
and ſuch as: were ſcandalous in the 
Church of Corizth, but a call to thoſe 
that had in part embraced the Goſpel, to 
come- quite off from Heatheniſh Idols , 
and from participating in the Sacrifices 
which 
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which were offered to them: which is 
meant by touch nor the wnclean thi »p, there, 
This appears by the Context from ver. 
14. an1 by comparing here with, 1 Cor. 
8. 7. 10. and 10. 7. 14. 2I. 22. 

Others alledge, Keve/. 18. 4. Come 
out of her my People, &. If this 
be meant of Myſtical #aby/or, a5 they 
underſtand it 3 Tt is not a call to ſeparate 
from thoſe that Worſhip the true God 
only, and in the Me13:ion of Chriſt Je- 
ſus only.as the Pariſh Churches Proteſtant 
do; But trom her who is {tiled a Harlot, 
becaufe ſhe gives thit Honour which is 
due only to God, an1 to our only Medi- 
ator -Chriſt Jeſus, to Creatures and to 
other Mediators together with God and 
with Chriſt. When ir can be proved our 
Pariſh Churches dc fo, rhen. an1 not till 
then, will this Text be perrinently al- 
ledged to juſtite {ſeparation from 
them. 

2. Let them ſhew, if they can, ſome 
approved Examnle in Scripture of fuch 
a practice. That there have been great 
ſcandals in the Churches, both in that re- 
corded in the Old Teitament, and thoſe 
recorded in the New, is manifeſt, as is 
ſhewed particularly and at large by Mr. 
Baxter \n his fifth Dreft. for Care of 
Churchs 


Among Cbriſttazs, 77 


Church-divifens. Bur where do we find 
any of the better fort in thoſe Churches, 
withdrawing themſelves from the more 
carnal part, into ſeparate Bodies , for 
Reformation ſake? We read indeed of 
fome that went out from the Church, be- 
cauſe they were not of them , and of ſome 
that did ſeparate themſelves being ſenſual, 
not having the Spirit ; but not a word of 
the good ſeparating from the Church be- 
cauſe of the bad in it. In the Church of 
Sardis which had a- Name ts live, but was 
dead.there were but a few Names,but what 
had defiled rheir Garments, And thoſe 
few indeed are commanded, and encou- 
raged by promiſe of great reward for 
that they had kept their Garments unde- 
filed amidſt ſuch a Society, but not in 
the leaſt encouraged to leparate. from 
them, though all thereſt were defiled. 
They plead indeed, that particu/ar 
Churches ought to conſiſt of none but of 
viſible Saints, becauſe this is agreeable 
tothe primitive patern: the appellations 
or Titles which are given the Churches in 
the Epiſtles the Apoſtles wrote. te them, 
declare themto have been fuch when they 
fay ro the Saints in ſuch and ſuch aplasr, 
This is not denyed, but the Queſtion is 
upon What account they were —__ 
V1i1b1le 
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vilible Saints, and were fo ſtyled? As 
whether it were, 1. Becauſe there were 
ſuch ſpecial: poſitive tigns of favins 
grace beſides their common profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity vitible in all the Members of 
thoſe Churches, as that there was juſt 
cauſe they ſhould be ſtile4 Saints upon 
that account ? Or, 2. Whether the whole 
were not denominated from the better 
part? Or, 3. Whether it was not be- 
cauſe they were all Saints by an outward 
Calling and Profeſſion. 

I. It is no wayes probable they had 
all ſuch poſitive ſigns of ſaving Sanity 
upon them, as that they were all ſtiled 
Saints upon that account. Sure 1t was 
not for this cauſe that St. Pax! ſtiled 
thoſe of the Church at Cor:»th Saints, 
I Cor. I. 2. 2Cor. 1.1. When at the 
ſame time he ſaith there was ſach Fornica- 
tion among them as was not (o much as named 


among the Heathey, Chap. 5. 1. that 


there were ſume of them, har with Con- 
ſcience of the Idol did eat of the Sacrifice 
offered to it, Chap. 8. 7. that at the Lord's 
Supper /ome were hnngry,, and ſome drunk, 
for which with other profanations of ir , 
many of them had been viſited with ſick- 
neſs and Death, Chap. 11. that ſore 
among them had not the knowledge of Got 
a 
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and did deny the Reſurrettion, Chap. I5» 
that he feared that when he ſhould come 
among them, he ſhould not fixd them ſuch 
as he would, but that he ſhomtd find debates, 
envying' » wraths, ſirifes , back bitings, 
whiſperings, ſwellings, tumults among 
them, and ſome that had not repented of the 
ancleanneſs, and Fornication , aud laſcivi- 
ouſneſs which they had committed , 2 Cor. 
12. 20, 21. Theſe things according to 
St. Parx!*s account, In Gal. 5. 19, 20,21, 
were rather ſigns of ſuch as ſhall nor in- 
herit the Kingdome of God then of fa- 
ving grace. I doubt thoſe who plead 
the primitive patern for admitting none 
into their ſeparate Churches but who are 
under poſitive ſigns of ſaving grace, 
would be unwilling to receive ſuch fer 
viſible Saints as here we have found 
among thoſe to whom St. Pau! writes as 
to Saints. But if Perſons under ſuch 
CharaQers as aforeſaid, paſſed with St. 
Paul for viſible Saints upon one account 
or other, how comes it to paſs that thoſe 
of our Pariſhes that make the ſame pro- 
feſſion as the Church of Cor:izth did, will 
not paſs for viſible Saints too upon the 
ſame account, be it what it will? Ts ir 
becauſe they are under worſe Charatters 
then thoſe already mentioned? I trow 
nor, 
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not, but rather becauſe they are partial 
that ſtick art it. 

2. It they will fay they were all de- 
nominated Saints trom the better part 
among them in the Church of Corizch and 
other Churches, then why may not our 
parochial Congrezatiohs beſo to22Unleſs 
they will fay chere 1s none good among 
them, and "here what they ſay, which 
to be ſure they ca never do, if they hid 
hearts to attempt it. But this cannot 
be the reaſon why they are called Saints , 
becauſe thele two phraſes, rhe Chur ch of 
God which is at Corinth, and the Sarttified 
2n Chriſt Jeſs, are of equal latitude and 
extent, and both refer to all the ſame 

erſons, as appears by the words them- 
elves, which are thefe. Hato the Church 
of God wh:ch 1s at Corinth, to them that 
are ſanfifi'd in ( briſt Teſas, called to be 
Saints : the latter words being exegeti- 
cal of the former, 1 Cyr. 1. 2. 

3. If they were ſtyle4 Saints upon 
account of their external Callinz by which 
they were ſeparated from the Pagan and 
Infidel World and Worſhip, unto a pro- 
feſſed belief in, and obedience to the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, into 
which they had been Baptized, then our 


parochial Congregations conſiſt of 
viſible 
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Viſible Saints too as well as thofe : For 
they have been Baptized into the ſame 
Faith, and continue ro paofels it : And 
by that profeſſion are ſeparated from rhe 
Infidel and Pagan World. So that let 
our Opponents in this point take ir in 
which ſenſe they will, yet they will never 
be able to prove but that our Parochical 
Congregations are viſible Saints upon the 
ſame account, and in the ſame ſenſe, in 
which thoſe of the Church of Corizth 
were ſtile1 Saints. 

And it is moſt probable that the pri- 
mitive Churches were ſtile4 Saints upon 
this laſt mentione1 account of an out- 
ward calling and profeſſion of Chriſtia- - 
nity. Saints with them ſignified but the 
| famething as Chriſtians now doth with 
us, and;was the common appellation by 
which the profeſſors of Chriſtianity were 
diſtinguiſhed from others then, as Chriſt- 
ian is now. Wherethey were once called 
Chriſtians then, they were twenty times 
called Saints, if we may eſtimate their 
uſage by what is recorded. For we have 
the appellation Saints above threefcore 
times in the New Teſtament, and that of 
Chriſtian bur thrice, as I takeirt. They 
were called Saints, as It is, Row. I. 7. 


1 Cor. 1. 2. For the two words ( to be } 
G are 
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are a4deJ by the Tranſlators in both 
places. Youwil never tind I ſuppoſe the 
appellation, Saints, applyed to the ſincere 
in oppolition to the unſincere of the 
Church, as by Cuſtome now they are, 
but alwayes in oppoſition to thoſe that 
were not at all of the Church, or which 
made no proteilion of Chriitianity at all. 
It was, I take it, in this ſenſe; & by. vir- 
rue of an outward Calling and Proteſlion, 
that thofe were ſaid to be att: fied by the 
blood of the Covenant,who yet by Apoſtacy 
trod under foot the Son of God, and counted 
that bled an unholy thing ; Heb. 10. 29. 
All that were outwardly called ſo far as 
to profeſs Chriſtianity, were called to be 
Saints, Saints by Calling. Our Saviour 
hath teld us over and over, that many are 
called, and but few are choſen : its well if 
there be not abundantly more nominal 
then-real Saints. "The whole Body of 
the People of the Jews by virtue of an 
external Calling to Worſhip the true God, 
and to receive and obſerve his Law, were 
called $375, and a Holy People unto the 
Lord, Deut. 33. 2.3. and7, 6. And a 
Congregation of ſuch are called a (ongre- 
g4140u of Saints, and Afﬀemblies of ſuch, 
Afſemblies of Sai, Plal. 89.5.7. and 
149. I. And yet we know what ſorry 
Saints 
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Saints many of them appeared to be* 
And St. Paw! ſeems to reckon the Church 
of Corinth and other Churches to confiſt 
of ſomewhar alike mixture as rhat of rhe 
Jews of old did, when he told them that 
they were Types of us upon whom the 
ends of the World are come, and admo- 
nithed them by God's ſore diſpleaſure ex- 
reſſed againſt moſt of them : And would 
y no means have them ignorant or un- 
mindful of one thing, an tha was, that 
thoſe with whom God was not well plea- 
ſed, but overthrew them in the Wilder- 
neſs, were of God's Church, and enjoy- 
ed ſpecial priviledges, as well as rhey 
themſelves : which priviledges he expreſ- 
ſeth in terms more appropriate to their 
preſent Chriſtian ſtate, when he fairh, 
they were all Baptized unto Moſes, and 
did all eat the ſame Spiritual meat, and 
drank the fame Spiritual drink. By 
whoſe example he would have them take 
warning, and not be flattered into a good 
opinion of themſelves meerly upon ac- 
count of their Baptiſm and holding 
Communion with the Church in Holy 
Adminiſtrations, and being numbred 
among the Saints or Chriſtians; 1 Cor. 
Io. And truly they ſeem to be much 
more in danger of being betrayed into 
G 2 ſuch 
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ſuch. a ſelf-flatrery, who are not admit- 
ted to Church-tellowſhip upon their 
Chriſtian profeſſion, unleſs beſides rhat 
they can give ſuch a fatisfafory account 
to the Church of their converſion after 
they have been tirſt received into the 
Church Catholique by Baptiſm, in which 
there may be great miſtake in them that fo 
receive them. And therefore the New - 
Exgland Miniſters in their Anſwer to Mr. 
Dawvenport's Apologerical Preface, P* 433 
44. fay thus: 1{zd:ed when Men confound 
theſe tw, and do tye viſible Charch-em- 
ber-jlip unto ſuch Conditions and qualifica- 
t10ns,as ave reputed exough to Salvation: this 
may teud to harden Mer, ard to make them 
conceit,, that if once they be got rnto the 
Church, they are ſure of Heaven ; whenas 
alas. it may be they are far from it. 

But in all this there is nothing againſt 
the oreat uſefulneſs and defirablenels of 
Diſcipline in the Church, for the Cure or 
Excommunication of the notoriouſly 
ſcandalous. Bur yet a neglect of this in 
them to whom it belongs, is no ſufficient 
ground of ſeparation from that Church 
where it is ſo negleted, For though 
Diſcipline be neceſſary for the better 
being of the Church, yet it 15 not of the 
Eſſence of the Church : it doth not ceafe 
ro 
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to be a true Church for want of it. - And 
the negle& of ir in a Church is fo tar 
from being a reaſon why the better part 
in ſuch a Church ſhould ſeparate from the 
worſe, as that It is indeed a reaſon againſt 
it why they ſhould not - Becauſe where 
publick Diſcipline 13 wanting, there is 
rhe more nee.{ of piivare application to 
delinquent Members , which ſeparation 
takes Men off from, or at beſt puts them 
under a great difadvantage of doing that 
good among them thereby, which other- 
wiſe they mizht. Sucha ſeparation ra- 
ther puts thoſe ſeparate4 from, under a 
temptation cf Making a party againſt 
them, as is frequently ſeen : and the di- 
viſion made and heizhtened thus on both 
ſides, tends more t > weaken the Chriſtian 
Intereſt in the main, then all the exercife 
of Diſcipline in ſeparate Congregations , 
rends to promote it. Irs true, 1f Chriſt- 
ians were to min only the pleaſing cf 
themſelves, ir would be a pleaſanr thing 
for the good indeed ro converſe and hold 
Communion with ſuch oaly as themſelves. 
Bur it will turn to a better account ar fatt, 
it by denying their incitaation in this they 
help and bring on a worſer fort, and gar- 
therr Maſter ten Talent', There ſhould 
be wore abtindast hn given to that vart 
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which lacketh, that th:re may be no Schiſm 
in the Body, 1 Cor. 12.24. Our Saviour 
himſelf was chiefly for the bringing 
home of itrayinzs Sheep, and as a Phy- 
fitian to be among rhe ſick rather then the 
whole : Not becauſe he loved rhem bet- 
tcr; but becauſe they had more need, and 
becauſe he could thereby be more fervice- 
able as to the main end of his coming in- 
to the World.' He came 0: to call the 
Kighteous , but frnners to Repentance; to 
:21n[ter. ard r0t tO be minſtred fo. And 
ro be this way employed, ſeems to be 
more acceptable to God, then to have to 
do only with the Righteous : There 5s joy 
in Heaven over oue ſinner that repenteth , 
more then over mnety aud nine jult Perſons 
which need no Repentance, And thus much 
T think may ſuffice to ſhew how unlikely, 
yea, how impoſſible it is to prove that 
the mixture of the bad with the good in 
rhe Pariſhes, makes Communion with 
them unlawful. A 

- 3. They cannot prove the conſtitution 
of parochial Congrezations to be bad up- 
on account of thar diſtribution by which 
the whole Nation is divided into parts , 
into 10 many Pariſhes, which they are 
wont to call humane inſtitution. For, 
firſt, they are of the ſame inſtitution - 
Ye Bs | the 
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the main, as thoſe were which were plan- 
ted by the Apoſtles themſelves. For 
from what were thoſe called Churches , 
bur ſrom the Chriſtians uſual Aſſembling 
together fer Communion in Golpel-Or- 
dinances ? The Greek word Tranſlated 
Charch properly ſignifying an 4 fſembtly. 
And if the Pariſhioners in a Pariſh, do 
uſually Aſſemble together upon the ſame 
account, are not thole Gotpel-Churches 
as well as the other ? and of the ſame in- 
ſtitution ? 

Secondly, for the Chriſtians that live 
within the ſame Precin&ts or Pariſh-bounds 
to Aſſemble rogether for Communion in 
Goſpel-Ordinances, and fo to be of the 
ſame particular Church, and not of ano- 
ther, is a thing which beſt anſwers the 
ends of particular Church-ſhip, and the 
primitive patern. For vicinity of Nelgh- 
bour-hood and cohabitation , ( which 
generally are not to be had fo well in any 
other way as in that of parochial diſtri-- 
bution ) do beſt accommodate thcſe in 
Church-Relation, with the knowledge of 
each others Condition and Converſation, 
and with opportunity and advantage to 
watch over, confer with, and ro admo- 
niſh, exhort and comfort one another , 
and to Affemble together for publick 
G 4 Worſhip; 
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Worſhip; which are the ends of particu- 
lar Church-affociation. And accordingly 
che primitive Chriſtians which lived ro- 
gether within the ſame civil bounds of 
Cities and Towns, as of Cor:»th, Cenchrea, 
8c. were conſtantly of the ſame Church, 
and as ſuch were ſtil] denominated by the 
places where they did reſide. And if 
Tome ſuch diſtribution of the Chriſtians 
in a Nation into feve al particular Wor+ 
ſhipping Congregations as is now made 
by humane Authority, is nece{lary of it 
Telf in reference to the Church-Aſſocia- 
ticn, though no humane Authority had 
required it, then certainly the commard 
of humane Authority that it ſhould be fo, 
cannot make it unneceſſary, much Jeſs 
unlawful. ST 

' 4+ They cannot prove the Worſhip 
now uſed in our parochial Aſſemblies, to 
be ſuch as may not lawfully be joyned in. 
The Lawfulneſs of Communion in the 
Worſhip of the Erng/ih Lyturgy, is the 
thing in queſtion. And if they cannot 
prove Communion 1n it unlawful, neither, 
T. Becauſe it is alert Form ; nor. 2. Be- 
cauſe it is ſuch a ſet Form as it is; nor. 
3. Becauſe it is impoſe1; then I ſhall 
rake ir for granted rhey cannot prove it 
unlawful any other way, And whether 
PEE ever 
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ever they are like to prove Communion 
in that Worſhip unlawful upon any of 
thoſe accounts, cannider waat 7 nave to 
otfer, and then judge. 

1. They cannot prove Communion in 
that Worſhip unlawful upon account of 
its being a ſet Form ; becaule they cannor 
prove all ſet Forms of Worſhip fotbid- 
den. We have Prayer ſeveral 1imes com- 
manded in Scripture, but no where de- 
termined that i: ſhall be extemporary thar 
ever I could learn. And thereiore if rhe 
want of an exprels precept for praying in 
a ſet Form made praying in a ſet Form 
unlawful, the ſame thins would make ex- 
temporary prayer unizawful roo. When 
God hath in Scripture plainly aete: mined 
to whom we ſhall pray, and in whoſe 
Name, and for what, and in what man- 
ner, but not in what external move, as 
whether ina ſet Form or without ; either 
of them may be Lawful. For the reaſon, 
doubtleſs, why God hath not reſtrained 
Prayer either to the one mode or the 
other, is, that either may be made uſe of 
as occaſion ſerves, or circumſtances re- 
quire. For if he had not intended to 
have left Men at more Liberty in this then 
he hath in the obje&t, matter, and man- 
ner of prayer, he would have been as 
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particular in determining in what mode he 
would be lought to, as in what Name, 
and for what. Tr is in this duty of Pray- 
er in reterence to the mode, much as it 1s 
in the duty of ſinging of Pſalms : the 
duty of ſinging them is expreſſly enjoyned 
in the New Teſtament as well as the Old, 
but what Pſalms in particular, and whe- 
ther ſich as are indited by them that ſing, 
or by ſome others for them, or whether 
in Proſe or in Meeter, er whether by all 
the Congregation joyntly, or by a part 
only, are circumſtances not determine] 
particularly in the New Teſtament. And 
why are they not ? But that there might 
be a Liberty left to vary in thefe parricu- 
lars as circumſtances thould render it moſt 
convenient. Some indeed have made 
ſuch ill uſe of this, as that becauſe the 
Scripture hath not determined all theſe 
particulars, they will not make uſe of any, 
and ſo wholly nezle&t the duty it ſelf, 
to the diſhonour of him who hath made 
it a duty : as if he had been defeftive in 
not determining thofe circumſtances , 
when as Men were purpoſely left at Li- 
berty herein for thelr greater edification. 
And doubtleſs for the ſame reaſon is the 
external mode of Prayer left ſo mnch un- 


determined as It 1s. 
By 
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By theſe things we may ſee how 
impertinently ſome uſe to objet againſt 
the Lyturgical mode of Worſhip, the ſin 
of Nadab and Abibs in offering ſtrange 
fire before the Lord, and of Feroboam's 
keeping the Pafſeover on the fifteenth day 
of the eighth Moneth, and the like. For 
if the offering of Incenſe had been com- 
manded, bur with what fire not deter- 
mined, it would not have been their fin 
to have offered with any tire that had been 
conveniently ufeful for that purpoſe. 
And ſo if the keeping of the Paſſeover 
had been commanded, and neither time 
nor place determined, it would haye 
been no fin to have kept it on the fifteenth 
day of the eighth Moneth, and in berhe?, 
provided it had been to the Lord only. 
So we lay when Prayer is commanded , 
but the mode not determined, any are 
lawful as Circumſtances ſhall render them 
ccnvenient. God had appointed with 
what fire Incenſe ſheuld be offered as well 
as that Incenſe it ſelf ſhould be offered , 
viz. With fire from off the Altar : And 
{o he had in what Moneth, and on whar 
day of the Moneth the Paſſeover ſhould 
be kept, az well as that it ſhould be kepr 
at all : and in varying from theſe was the 
ſin cf thoſe Men, If God had limitted 

- Prayer 
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' Which we call extemporary praylag, then 


theſe inſtances would have been perti- 
nently alledge againſt the Lyturgy, bur 
this is not the aſe; and therefore they, 
and all other of like Nature are impert1- 
nently alledyel1 againſt moJes of Wor- 
ſhip nor determined in Scripture either 
one way or other. An4 ſuch is the alle- 
gation of thoſe Scriptures :l{o in this 
caſe, which are againſt aqdinz2 to the 
Word, D-«r.-12. 32. agalnit Sacrifticing 
to Idol-gods, which God faith he com- 
manded not, er. 7.31. and19.5. Dar. 
17. 3-againſt making falſe reprefentat ions 
of God by Ima-es, as in the ſecond Com- 
mandment , which becauſe they do ſo, 
are therefore called a lye : all which refer 
to falſe Worſhip in the ſubſtance of it, as 
being contrary to God's expreſs Com- 
mand, and nor unto ſuch circumſtavces 
relating to the ſubſtance of Commanded 
Worſhip, which are neither Commanded 
nor forbidden, but left to the prudence 
of God's People to order themſelves in 
by general Rules: for which cauſe the 
allegation of them in this buſineſs, is 
wholly imyertinent and trrelative to the 
queſtion. And yet this way of miſ- 
applying Scripture, hath been, IT think 
L 
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T may ſay, the only way of upholding 
unlawful ſeparations in the Church. 
Bur the plain truth is, if that would 
ſatisfie Men, that the Scripture is ſo far 
from forbidding the uſe of a ſet Fortn in 
Prayer in any caſe, as that there is much 
in the Scripture to countenance it. God 
Commanded a Form to be uſed by the 
Prieſts in Blefling the People, Nam. 6. 
"23. Hezekiah the King, ard the 
Princes commarded the Lewites to (irg praiſe 
rnto the Lord with the words of David and 
Aſaph the Seer, 2 Chron. 29. ZO, Whar 
are many of the Pſalms but fo many ſer 
Forms of Prayer and Thankſgiving ? 
The Title of the 102 Pſalm, is A Prayer 
fo- the afflitted when he 15 over-whelmed ard 
oxreth out his complaint before the Lord. 
The 72 Pſalm concludes thus, 7 he prayers 
of David, the Son of Jeſſe, are erded. 
The Title of the go Pſalm is a Prayer of 
Afoſes the man of God. Our Saviour 
taught his Diſciples a Forme of Prayer, 
as John the 5apr:/i had before taught his ; 
and commanded them ſaying, when ye 
Pr an, ſay wr Father. &c. And is it nor 
ſtrange then that any of his Diſciples 
ſhould fay when ye pray, fay not our 
Father, &c. | 
' Again, do not they who ſing Pſalms 
| pray 
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pray to God, and praiſe God in a fer 
Form ? Nay, is not the Prayer of every 
Miniſter a Form to all the People that 
Joyn with him, how extemporary ſoever 
It may be to him himſelf? For they are as 
much confined in this caſe, as if he read 
it out of a Book : and every time he va- 
ries, it is ftill but a new Form to the 
People. So that they that are moſt 
a2ainſt Forms, are neceſſitated to uſe ſome 
themſelves. And ſo I have done with 
ſhewing my realon why the Prayers of the 
Lyturgle cannct be proved unlawful in 


_ relpedt of its being a ſer Form. 


2. They cannot prove 1t unlawful to 
Joyn in the Prayers made according to the 
Lyturgie upon account of its being ſuch 
a ſer Formas it is; Neither, 1. In re- 
ſpe& of the obje& to whom, nor of the 
Mediator by whom the Prayer is made. 
Nor, 2. In reſpett of the matter of ir of 
which ir doth conſiſt. Nor, 3. In re- 
ſpe& of the words and phraſe ſignificant 
of the matter. Nor, 4. In reſpe&t of 
the method, therepetitions, the abrupti- 
ons, the reſponſes, or popular concla- 
mations thereby uſed, nor becauſe read 
our of a Book. Nor, 5. Though they 
ſhould be able to prove the fore-menti- 
oned repetitions, abruptions, reipowes , 

an 
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-nd conclamations, or the like, to be real 
defects in that mode of Worſhip, and thar 
2 better is deſirable, and that another 
might ve more uſeful. | 

1. They cannot prove Communion in 
thoſe Prayers unlawtul in reſpe& of him 
to whom they are made, nor in refpedt of 
him in whoſe Name they are made. For 
they are made to the true God only, and 
only in the Name and Mediation of the 
only Mediatour Chriſt Jeſus. | 

2. Nor ſecondly , in reſpc& of the 
matter of which they do confiſt. I] 
know no Prayer in the Lyturgie appoin- 
ted for the ordinary publick Worſhip , 
but what refers either to confeſſion of 
ſin, or petition for pardon, or for the 
aſſiſtance of God's grace and Holy Spirir, 
or for ſome temporal, or other ſpiritual , 
or eternal Bleſſings, or for the averting 
of the contrary evils, or to thankſgiving 
to God for benefits relating to this Lite, 
or that which is to come; and all this in 
the behalf of our ſelves and others. And 
if there be nothing bur what is of this 
Nature, the matter of the Prayers to be 
ay cannot be proved to be unlaw- 
ul. | 

3. They cannor prove Communion in 
thoſe Prayers unlawful upon account - 
3 the 
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the words and phraſe by which the ſub- 
ſtantial matter of the Worſhip is expreſſed. 
They are not made in an unknown tongue 
cr Language not underſtood by the peo- 
le. Nor will they ever be able to prove 
ut that in reſpe& of the words and 
phraſe, that mode of Prayer is of - the 
common Nature of any right mode of 
Prayer whatſoever. The beſt mode of 
publick Prayer is but a m:d:um of con- 
veying the ſubſtantial matter of Prayer to 
the underſtanding and aifetion of them 
that-pray, and from thence to God. Tr 
i5 neceſſary indeed in this reſpett that the 
words and phraſe ſhould be ſignificant 
and expreſſive of the import of the mat- 
ter and ſubſtance of which the Piayer 
doth conſiſt. Az when God is to be 
magnified for the glory of his perfetions 
and marvellous doings : and when we 
would be humbleJ for the pravity and de- 
generateneſs of our Nature and mifcar- 
riages towards him; and when intheſenſe 
thereof, and of God's declared goodneſs 
through Chriſt, we would beg forgiveneſs 
of fin and the aſſiſtance of his grace for 
amendment, and eternal Life in the iſſue, 

or any temporal Bleſſing ; ir is neceſſar 
that theſe things be expreſſed in arc 
and phraſes that lnve fame ous in 
them 
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them to fillthe Soul with appretenſions 
and atfeftions ſuitable ro the reſpettive 
matter of the parts of Prayer to which 
they do relate. The general Nature of 
all right modes of Prayer conſiſts in this, 
whe:her with, or without the uſe of a 
Book, whether uttered in a ſet Form of 
words, or from the preſent invention and 
conception of the minl. And it cannot. 
with any colour of reaſon or truth be de= 
nyel, but that the Lyturgical mode of 
Prayer 1s of this Nature. The words 
and phraſe are intelligibly ſignificant of 
the rhatter and ſubſtance of Prayer to 
which they relate; and ſo ſerve for pub- 
lick edification, according to the Rule, 
I Cor. 14. 9. 14, 15. h 
And if ſo, then we may, if the fault 
be not in our felyes, and if a heart be not 
wanting, ſeriouſly and devoutly preſent 
orr nece {ary Confeſſions, Petitions, and 
Thanklgivings unto God in thar mode. 
It is too groſs an apprehenſion of God to 
think that a greater varie:y of words and 
phraſes as ſuch, do delight him : but it 15 
Humilite,  Reverence, ſenſe of wants , 
fervent deſires of ſupply. and faith of ac- 
ceptance through Chriſt concurring with 
words ſignificant of ſuch things, whether 
pronounce1out of a Book, or otherwile, 
H thar 
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that he is pleaſed with. Nor is it comely 
for us to think that it is the repetition of 
the ſame words every day, as in the Lord's 
Prayer , that doth diſpleale the Lord :; 
bur ir is the irreverent, raſh, careleſs, and 
cuſtomary pouring out words before him 
without any due ſenfe cf what they im- 
port, that doth offend him. If Men be 
but attentive and careful to engage their 
hearts to go along with the matter ſigni- 
fied by the words, and to be duly atte&ted 
with the import thereof; it is not their 
beihg read out of a Book that will make 
theſe Prayers unacceptable or inetfectual : 
As on the other hand, if Men are careleſs 
and unconſcionable therein, it 15 not its 
proceeding from a gitt of him that utters 
the Prayer that will make it acceptable 
and efte&ua}l, how excellent ſoever the 
matter and words may be. I conclude 
then that the mode of Prayer in our E-g- 
liſh Lyturgie; doth in the general Nature 
and quality of it, agree with all right 
modes of publick Prayer whatſoever, and 
with the general Rule by which all right 
modes of Prayer are to be ſquared. The 
queſtion is not whether it be the belt, but 
whether it is ſo competently uſeful, as to 
render Communion in Prayer by it 
lawful. 
4. They 
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4. They cannot prove Communion in 
the Prayers of the Lyturgie unlawtul in 
reſpe& oft the method, repetitions , 
abruptions, reſponſes, or conclamations 
thereby uſed. For fo long as the Scrip- 
tures in which the duty of Prayer is en- 
zoyneJ, have not determined whether ir 
ſhall be with the help of a Book, or with- 
out : or whether lonzer or ſhorter : or 
whether all the publick Prayer meet for 
the Aſſembly thall be put up to Cod in 
two or three Prayers, or more ; or whe- 
ther all ſhall be proncunced by the Mini- 
ſter only, or part by the People alto : 
or whether kneeling or ſtanding ; I can- 
not ſee how it will be proved unlawful to 
do it any of theſe wayes, as circumſtan- 
ces in the caſe may be. Forthe queſtion 
before us is not at all which is moſt con- 
venient where Men are at Liberty to 
chuſe, but only what 1s Lawtul, or which 
13 to be choſen under a neceſſity of either 
uſing ſuch a mode, or of ſeparating. Ir 
is not unlawful for all the People in a 
Congregation to pray to God, or praiſe 
him together with one voyce, in finging 
of Plalms : and how then it will be pro- 
ved unlawfil for them to do it in another 
way of praying, I know not. Weread 
of many that by their conjundion of 

H 2 ' voyces, 
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VOYCEE, were as 0ne to make 5ne ſount to be 
hiard in praiſing avd thinking the Lord, 
2 Chron. 5. 13. They may, perhaps, 
think ſuch repetitions of the ſame Prayer 
as are uled by the Lyturgie may be fpr- 
biden by our Saviour, when he faid, 
when ye Pray uſe not vain repetitions as 
the Heathen do, 1:1. 6 But they will 
hardly prove it, if they do but conſider 
what the vain repetitions which the Hea- 
then uſel, were. For there ſeems to be 
no likeneſs or proportion between the re- 
pctitions in the Lyturgie and thoſe of the 
Heathen. Fer they repeated the very 
ſame words it may be a hundred times 
over and more in a little time : as they. , 
in 1 Kings 15. 26. who from Morumg 
* If ace. #atill Noon, cryed, O Baal, hear us, O 
compzriied Baal, hear #:. Thevery fame words are 
with ſuitz- uſed twenty ſix times in Pſa/. 136. and 
= — often in many other Palms, and yet I 
ex polducian dare not fay they area vai repetion, and 
of accep- I ſuppoſe, nor they neither. * It is faid of 
rance our Saviour, that -gaiz he went away aud 


eng for prayed, ard jpake the ſame words, Mark 14. 
mucir _- 

rn O 39. 

rot 5, Although they ſhould be able cer- 


makes rc. faimly, and without all doubr to prove 
perition the fore-mentioned repetitions, abrupti- 
Yain, ons, reſponſes, and conclamations , or 
the 
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the like, to be real deteas in that mode 
of Worſhip, and that a better medinm 15 
deſirable, and that another might be more 
uſeful; yet It will not from thence foj- 
low, that that would be a ſufficient 
ground cr cauſe of ſeparation from the 
ſubſtance of the Worſhip it ſelf, tor theſe 
two reaſcns. 

1. Becauſe thoſe who count the ule of 
theſe a diſorderly way of praying, need 
not beadtive in thofe things unleſs they 
will, but only paſſive. And it they be 
but paſſive, they will not by their pre- 
ſence be guilty of the diforder. I ſup- 
pole they do not think their .preſence at 
conceived prayers by habit, makes them 
guilty of all the diforders and defe&ts 
that are found in them, or ſome of them, 
{o long as they do not in their minds con- 
ſent to thoſe diſorders and defeAs,burt are 
forry for them. For they are in ſuch 
caſes but involuntary defett as to them : 
and defeds of that Nature our beſt per- 
formances are more or leſs lyable to. We 
may lay aſide all duries at this rate, if we 
think we may not endeavour a perform- 
ance of them til] wecan do them without 
all involuntary defe&s. Bur that in which 
a mans will is not, is not morally the 
mans a&t ; Every Man 15 tempted when he 
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1s drawn away of his own luſt, and enticed. 
Jam. 1. AnJ1no Man is to be counted a 
conſenter to all that is done in his pre- 
ſence, though he do not declare his dif- 
{ent.unlefs he declare his conſent to it ſome 
other way then meerly by his preſence. 
Tt this were not fo, a Man would be 
guilty of ail the defefts he perceives in 
the Miniſters Praying and Preaching, un- 
leis he declared his diflent from them in 
the open Congrezation, which if pradtt- 
ie1, would tend to open confulion. 
When we conſider the corrupt Eſtate of 
the Jewiſh Church in which our Saviour 
hel41 Communion both in Temple-Wor- 
thip, and Synazogue-Wcrſhip at Naza- 
rerh, where he was brought up; T ſup- 
poſe no Man will think that the Admini- 
itration of the Worſhip there, was free 
trom all defefts, eſpecially conſidering 
thar their Lyturgle was of humane com- 
poſure, and yet our Saviour”s preſence at 
this Worſhip, and joyning in it, did not 
make him guilty of the defetts that 
cleaveltolt. The Scribes an Phariſees 
raught unſound] Dodrine as well as found; 
ant yet oup Saviour encouraged his Diſ- 
ciples to hear them, only cautjoning 
them to beware of the leayen of their 
Pottrire, leſt they ſhould receive it, or 
FT approve 
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approve of it : Which had been a con- 
tradition, it their preſence in reference 
to the good, had been an approbation of 
the bad. Nor did the private Members 
of the Church of Gor:»rb by their pre- 
ſence at the diforderly Adminiſtration of 
Holy things, complained of by the Apo- 
ſtle, in the 11. and 14. Chap. make 
themſelves guilty cf that diſorder, with- 
out ſomewhat elſe beſides their preſence. 
That's my firſt Reaſon. 

2. The repetitions , abruptions , re- 
ſponſes, and the reading the Prayers out 
of a Book, are nvt oppoſite to, or de- 
ſtrutive of the matter and en1s of 
Prayer : all that can be pretended, is, that 
they are leſs uſeful, leſs conducing to the 
ends of Worſhip. The things asked in 
that way are deſirable in themſelves ; the 
{uppoſed deteft lies in the ſuppoſed diſ- 
orderly way of asking them. For other- 
wife the petitioning for things in this 
way, tends to the ſame end as when the 
ſame things are prayed for in a ſuppoſed 
more orderly way, though comparatively 
with ſome diſadvantage. A greater de- 
gree of uſefulneſs doth not exclude a leſs, 
but only exceed it. A mode or medians 
of Prayer is not therefore uſelcfs becauſe 
another js mcre uſeful, eſpecially when a 
"1 W-4 more 
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more uſeful one cannot be made uſe of and 
the other declined without a greater in- 
convenience otherwiſe. They will nor 
fay its unlawful to joyn in conceived 
Prayer with a Miniſter or private Chriſtian 
that is leſs able then another, and, per- 
haps, far inferiour to ſome then preſent. 
A a uſeful verſion of the Pſalms doth 
not make it unlawful to ſing Pſalms by 
flich a verſion. The geſture of kneeling 
in Frayer is the beſt and meeteſt, and yet 
that doth not. make the uſe of another 
geſture in Prayer unlawful. If the Com- 
mon-Prayer-Book, medium of Worſhip 
th:n be in the fore-mentioned reſpedts, or 
any other, leſs uſeful then another, it 
might be indeed a reaſon inducing them 
that think fo, to make uſe of another 
which they judge better, if they were at 
Liberty to do it without drawing on a 
greater inconvenience. ſuch as ſeparation 
is with all its 1/] effets. Bur otherwiſe 
can any Man think that the leſs uſefulneſs 
of a mode but of part of the publick 
Worſhip ( for it is no more) to be a 
ſufficient ground of ſeparation, when 
there is a neceſſity of uſing the one, or 
prattiſing the other. Under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances doubtleſs a leſs uſeful] mode cf 
ublick Werfhip is much more eligible 
then torun all the hazards, and to bring 
4 | on 
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on all the evil etfe&s of a feparation for 
the uſe of one but comparatively better. 
It is moſt certain that ſeparation upon 
account of a leſs uſeful mode tends more 
ro the hurt and dammage of the Religi- 
ous intereſt in the main, then the uſe of 
a leſs uſeful mode of bur part of the 
publick Worſhip can with any colour of 
reaſon or truth be pretended to do. All 
that can be pretenied, 1s, that it tends 
leſs to the good of Religion, but not at 
all to its hurt, as ſeparation doth. 

3. And laſtly, as to this : They can- 
not prove Communion in the Worſhip 
preſcribed by the Lyturgie to be unlaw- 
ful upon account of its being impoſed by 
Man, and commanded by humane Au- 
thority. Before they can prove this, they 
muſt prove ſuch Communion to be for- 
bidden of God ( which, as I have been 
ſhewing before, cannot be done.) For 
that Law of God which will bear us out 
in doing a thing, cannot be rencaled by 
the Law of Man commanding the iame 
thing. There is no ſich enmity or in- 
conſiſtency between God's Laws and 
thoſe of Men which are but ſubordinate, 
or not G_—_ to God's, as that any 
thins ſhould become the leſs acceptable 
to God, meerly becauſe commanded >» 
2 Us 
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his Miniſter. Nay, we obey God in 
obeying the higher powers in ek things 
35 are not contrary to his Laws ; becauſe 
God hath commanded us to obey them 
in ſuch things. Tr is not a ſetting up of 
Man in God's ſtead till Man is obeyed 
againſt God, not when he is obeyed in 
fubordination to him. 

But let us turn the Tables a little, and 
fuppoſe that the Law of the Lan did 
forbid the uſe of any ſet Form of Prayer 
in the Church, ( as ſometime the uſe of 
the Lyturgie was forbidden ) and thar 
all Miniſters were by Law commanded to 
pray extempory, would ſuch an impouli- 
#ion or command make extemporar y 
Prayer unlawful, and only a Form of 
Prayer then nece'iary ? IT fuppoſe they 
will not ſay it would ; and if not, then 
for the ſame reaſon why it would not 
make Prayer in that mode unlawful, it 
doth not make it unlawful in this. 

Men uſe to mg their Chriſtian Li- 
berty againſt ſuch humane impoſitions. 
Bux the beſt uſe of Chriſtian Liberty, is 
ftill tro do thoſe thinzs, which all things 
conſidered, tend moſt to common good, 
rhe edification of our ſelves and others, 
though otherwiſe and out of thoſe cir- 


£umſtances we were under ns obligation 
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to do them. And thus did St. Paul 
make uſe of it, who beſt underſtood the 
uſe of his Chriſtian Liberry. 7 hogs / 
PT.7] free froms all Hen, ſaith he, yet kay: T1 
made my ſelf = Servas: w.:0 all, tha 1 
might gan the mores To the Jews I be- 
came as a Jew ; to them that ace without 
Law, as without Law, and all this -- :he 
Goſpel ſake, 1 Cor. 9. 19. 23, The in- 
tereſt of the Goſpel in the main did c0- 
vern him (as it ſhould do us) inthe 
uſe of his Chriſtiin Liberty, ſometimes 
one way, and ſometimes another. And 
therefore we have him ſometimes againſt 
Circumciſion, that the rruth of che Gol- 
pel might be preſerved among the Chri- 
ſtians, Ga/. 2.5. ands. 1. And fome- 
times raking ule of it tor the firtherance 
of the Goſpel, Atts 16. 3. And he per- 
{waded the Chriſtians to uſe their Liber- 
ty to which they were called, not ſo much 
to pleaſe themſelves as 19 ſer vs one ++ arþer 
:n Love; but by no means :o »ſe ;r as ax 
occaſion to the fl ſh, as lome would have 
taught them, in caſting oF the Rule and 
Government of Heathen Governours , 
Maſters, and Magiitrates, under a pre- 
tence of being Chriſt's Freemen, Gal. 5, 
13.1 Tim, 6, 1,2,3.2 Pet. 2.10. Jude 9, 
Now I have been ſhewing before, that 

; af 
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a Liberty of a total diſ-uſe of the Ly- 
' turgie in the publick Worſhip as the cafe 
now ſtands, cannot be pratticble with 
rhat advantage to the general intereſt of 
Religion, as the uſe of it may, as any 
Men of reaſon may eafily diſcern, it they 
be not blinded with prejudice and inte- 
reſt. An Argument may much rather be 
fetched from Chriſtian Liberty for the uſe 
of the Lyturgie under the preſent poſture 
of Circumſtances, then againſt ir. For 
1f God hath not limitred Prayer to one 

mode only, then Chriſtians are at Liber- 

ty to uſe any as occaſion ſhall require for 

the interelt of Religion in the Main ; and, 

conſequently, that which for the preſent 

the Law requires, 

I have now near done with the ſecond 
Dividing-Principle : and when the whole 
T have faid about ir hath been conſidered, 
T appeal to all who areable to make a 
judgment in the caſe, whether thoſe that 
ſeparate from our Proteſtant Pa"iſh-Con- 
grepations, wlll ever be able to clear 
themſelves from the guilt of ſinful 
Schiſm, and cauſlefs ſeparation, and of 
2] the miſchievous effefts thar have, and . 
may proceed from it, or beoccaſioned by 
Ir, 

And to give yet the greater weight - 

the 
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the general ſcope of what T have faid 
about the Lawfulneſs of Communion in 
our Pariſh Congregations, and of the 
ſinfulneſs of ſeparating from them, not- 
withſtanding all pretences, I ſhall ſer be- 
fore you the un-erring example of our 
Bleſ/e1 Saviour in his holding local Com- 
munion when he was on Earth, with ſuch 
a Church as he did : which, for ought I 
can judge, was more corrupt both in re- 
{ne& of Perſons and things, then any of 
our Pariſh-Churches are, though many of 
them, alas, are tco bad indeed. 1. The 
High Prieſt-hood, the higheſt Office in 
the Church, in which Miniſtry, all the 
Worſhippers were concerned, was bought 
and ſold for Money, or otherwiſe u ndu- 
ly obtained , ' and frequently tranſlated 
trom one tc another, contrary to God's 
appointment, cf which we have an ac- 
count from Foſephus, belides what we 
have in Lake 3. 2. Fohn 11. 49. 51. and 
IS. 13. 2. Proviſions for the Temple- 
Service, were In part unduly obtained in 
the Corban way, Mar. 7. IT. 3. The 
Holy Temple was profaned, being made 
a Houle of Merchandize and a Den of 
Thieves, which was otherwiſe Holy by 
inſtitution as well as the matter of the 
Worſhip it fel 4. The Law was 

Cor- 
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corrupted by many falſe glofſes, ' Mar. 5, | 


5. The Commandments of Men were 
raught for Dodtrines, Mar. 15.9. 6. The 
Church cenfures were abuſed to the Ex- 
cemmunication of the beſt Men, eh 9. 
22. 34+ 7. The Sadduces, who denye4 
the Reſurretion, or that there is Angel 
or Spirit, were not only tolerated, but 
were alſo a great and prevalling party in 
that Church. 8. The Scribes, Phari ces, 
Chief Prieſts, and Rulers, were perfecu- 
ting and oppreſſive, proud , covetous , 
and hypocritical : and the common Peo- 
ple generally fo bad, as that they prefer- 
red Barabvas before Telus, and had their 
hands in ſhedding the Blood of our Sa-- 
viour : and they with the other were all 
_ of them together 4 Geaerdtion of LV wpers , 
a ſinful and an adulterous Generation, In 
» this lamentable condition was that 
Church then. Yet all this notwithſtand- 
ing, our Saviour did not refrain the pub- 
lick Worſhip, but held Communion with | 
this Church, both in Temple and Syna- 
gogue-Worſhip, as you may fee in Luke 
2. 4I, 42, 43. Jobs 2. 23. and 7. 10. 
and 10. 22, 23. Lukeq. 16. Mat. 26. 
17, 13. Thereis no Man ever had ſo 
go0d a mind as he, to ſoundneſs of 
Dattrine, purity of Worſhip and Wor- 
ſhippers, | 
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ſhippers, and to right order and Diſci= 
pline in the Church. And his Wiſdome 
was {uch, as that he knew perfe&tly what 
was fitteſt to be done under ſuch Circum= 
ttances of things, both in reference to 
his Father's Glory, the furtherance of 
Religion, the advancement of Reforma= 
tion, an'{ the Salvation of Men, for 
which he came into the World ; and 
what courſe would beſt conduce to thels 
ends, and what would not. And al- 
though as a publick Perſon he did not 
{pare to reprove the corruptions of the 
time beth in reſpe& of Perſons and 
things, and to endeavour a Reformation 
in a regular way, yet he never attempted 
it by breaking off Communion with that 
Church in the publick Worſhip, and by 
ereQing ſeparate Communities for Refor- 
mation ſake; which = certainly he 
would have done, if that had been the 
betrer and nearer way to thole great ends 
but now. mentioned. 

And if Men had no other ends or de- 
ſigns then our Saviour had, me-thinks 
thoſe that are to learn of him, and not 
to teach him, ſhould not lay aſide thoſe 
means and methods which he made choice 
of to accompliſh his ends, or ever think 
to make a better choice then he had m_ 
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Tf when thoſe whio are ingetwous and 
truly conſciencious, have well conſidered 
thele things, and yet after. that ſhall 
continue ſeparatiſts *from our Pariſh- 
Churchs I ſhall ſomewhat wonder how or 
which way they can fatisfie chemſelves in 
ſo doing. Me-thinks this unqueſtiona- 
ble and uncontroulable patern and exam- 
ple of our Saviour, of whom we are all 
to learn, and who hath left us an example 
that we ſhould tread in his ſteps, ſhould 
of it felf alone if there were nothing elſe 
to be ſaid in the cafe, put an end to all 
diſputes about this bufſinefs, and fatisfie 
the moſt {crupulous Chriſtian under 
Heaven. 

The Jews initiating of Profelytes by 
Baptiſm as well as by Circumciſion, was 
a humane additton to what God had ap- 
pointed : and yet for all that our Saviour 
made choice of Baptiſm by which to 
initiate Proſelytes into his Religion. He 
uſed a geſture in eating the Paſſeover, dif- 
ferent from what was appointed at the 
firſt inſtitution, as A:»ſworth obſerves on 
Exed. 12.6. 11. Which things I might 
 improveto ſeveral purpoſes : but becauſe 
they are nor ſo dire&ly appoſite to what 
I have laſt diſcourſed, I ſhall leave them 
to be pondcred on by ſuch as are 
{crupulous 
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ſcrupulous over much, and who think no 
alteration of Circumitances between the 
firſt and after-uſe of an inſtitution, will 
juſtitie a Circumſtantial variation from 
what was firſt practiſed thereabour. 


III. Dividin oP rizciple to be avoided. 


Another Dividing Principle, is, That 
it doth not belong to the Higher Powers 
in a Nation profefſing Chriſtianity, to 
intermeddle in any publick eſtabliſhmenc 
of that Religion, farther thento protett, 
countenance, and encourage the Pro- 
feſſors of it in their Profeflion. TI call 
this a Dividing Principle, becauſe the 
Hizher Powers doing more then ſo in ha= 
ving Divided the whole Nation into par- 
ticular Pariſh-Churches, -and having ap= 
pointed Goſpel-Ordinance3 to be Admi- 
niſtred in thoſe Congregaticns , and 
obliging, and conſtraining all ptofeſſing 
the truce Chriſtian Religion in the Nation 
to attend the Worſhip of God in thoſe 
Afemblies ; thiz being the National way 
as they call it, ſome do therefore ſepa- 
rate from it. In oppoſition to this Di- 
viding Principle, I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew, 

1. That: Nations prefeſſing the true 

I Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Religion, do upon that account 
according to rhe Scripture, ſtand related 
ro God as his People 1n a large fence, and 
in contradiſtin&tion to the Heathen and 
Infidel Work. 

2. That a National ſettlement of the 
Chriſtian Worſhip inthe Pariſh-Churches 
by the Higher Powers, 15 more for the 
intereſt of Religion and Men's Salvation, 
then if there ſhould be none. 

1. To begin with the firſt of thele. 
When God by Abraham deſigned to ſet 
on foot a method of Retorming the 
World, he declared to him he would do 
it in a National way : As for me, my Co- 
Verant 1s with thee, a Father of many Na- 
tions ſhalt thou be : A Father of many Na- 
tions have 1 made thee, faith the Lord, 
Gen. 17. 4,5. Meaning, I ſuppoſe, that 
that Reformation which was begun in 
him, by his Faith and Obedience in for- 
ſaking the Idols of his Countrey upon 
God's call, and betaking himſelf to the 
Worſhip and Service of the true God , 
thould by degrees extend to the taking in 
of many Nations. God at the very firſt 
told him that he ſFould be a Bleſſing, and 
that in him, and in his Seed, all Nations 
ſhould be Bleſſed, Gez. 12. 2, 3. And 
by St. Pal, Rom. 4. 16, 17. weunder- 
ſtand 
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ſtand that God's promiſe of making 4/r.- 
h.m a Father of many Nations, was nor 
in reſpe& of maiiy Nations deicendin 
from him in the way of Natural Genera- 
tion, Dut = deriving from him that pro- 
teſſion of Faich and holy Worthip, which 
was tranſmitted down from him, not only 
to the Nation of the Jews, but alſo to 
the Nations of the Gentiles: To begin 
this Workin a Nztiona] way, the Lord 
promiſed 4r2ham to give to his Seed, 
his Natural Seed, the Land of Canaan as 

. the place where this work fthould be emi- 
nently begun in a National way. And 
all that Nation were accordingly brought 
into Covenant with God, and became his 
Church and People. And all the Proſe- 
lytes cf the Gen:iles that forfook their 
idols to.joyn with them to Worſhip the 

God of 4sr4þ:92, and were Circumciled, 
were without any exception fave that of 
lezal uncleanneſs, to eat the Paſſeover , 
Numb. 9. AnJ1 thus it held on in the 
way of gathering only ſome here and 
tucre out of the Nations of the Gentiles, 
untill Chritt gave Comnuſſion to Preach 
the Goſpel to all Nations, Baptizinz 
them. 

And as the time of bringing in whole 
Nations of the Gentilez in times of the 
© 2 Goſpel 
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Goſpel drew nearer, ſo Prediftions of i 
by the Prophets, were more particular and 
expreſs, [ſa. 52. I5» H. .2all jp: : nk/e 
1241) Nations : tO Wit, as he promiſed in 
particular to the Jews to ſprinkle clean 
water upon them, to c/eanſe them from all 
their filthizeſs, and from all their Iduts , 
Ezek. 36. 25. And again, /ſ#. 55. 5. 
Hehold, thor Þ al: call a Nation that thou 
hneweſt not, and Nations that knew not thee 
ſhall run unto ther, And God's call of a 
Nation, and a Nations Anſwer to that 
call, makes a Church, works a Relation 
between God and them; as ſome have 
well obfervel. And Zechariah, one of 
the laſt Prophets, ſpeaks yet more ex- 
preſly, Chap. 2. I. And many Nats 
ſhall be joyned to the Lord 1n that day, ard 
#1 be kis Peoplr, To be Joyned to the 
Lord, and to be his People, plainly fig- 
nitie ſuch a Relation between God and 
them, as doth make them to be of his 
Church. at. 21. 43. The Kingdome 
of God ſhall be taken from row, and given to 
a Nation : that is, fure Nationally, for 
otherwiſe we cannot ſay it was taken 
from all of that Nation of the Jews. Kev. 
IT. 15. The Kinodomes of this World are 
become the Kingdomes of the Lord, and of 
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Theſe PrediQtions have been fultille.l as 
Nations have Nationally imbraced and 
profeſſed the Chriſtian Religion. For it 
1s a vain thing to think that theſe Prophe- 
ſhes have not yet at all been fultille.l now 
after the Goſpel hath bcen running its 
courſe theſe ſixteen hundred years to ac- 
compliſh them. And if any have a mind 
to interpret thele Propheſies of National 
Churches by that in aeve/. 5. 9. 2d 
haſt Redeemed us to God by thy blood, ont 
of every Kinrea, ard Tongne, and People 
and Nation : They may do well to con- 
ſider, that the calling of a few out of 
Natiens (according to their Notion) 1s 
not the calling of thoſe Nations them- 
felves. Its one thinz for Men to be 
brouzht to effetiual Faith and ſince. e 
Obedience by the Goſpel, and another to 
be brought to a general profeſſion of ir. 
There are the many that are called, and 
yet but few that are the choſen, Mar. 20. 
16. and 22. 14. Tt is in the one ſenſe that 
they are ſ{aid to be Redeemed out of every 
Kinred, T ongue, People, and Nation 3 
and in the other, that whole Nations are 
ſaid to be joyned to the Lord, and to be 
his People; for ſothey are by a general 
call and profeſſion. Every individual 
Perſon in a Nation that fo profeſſeth and 

I 3 Wo:” 


% 


118 4 Perſwaſive to Peace and Unity 


Worſhippe:h the true God in oppoſition 
to all falſe gods as to be called by his 
Name, are in Scripture denominated 

Sons and Daughters to God in a large 
ſenſe, 1(a. 43+ 6, 7. Bring my Sons fron 
far, ard my daughiers from the ends of the 
Earth, even every one thor 15 called by my 
Namc. As the Worſhippers of Idols 
are called the Children of a itrange god , 

A1al. 2. IT. SON oppoſition to that,and 
in large ſenſe, all that Worſhip the true 
God, are called his Children. as the 
Tews were, D-». 14. 1. When St. Paul 
laid, in al. 3. 26. toall the Churches of 
Galatia, Ye are «ll the ( hildrez of God by 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus: it was ſure from 
their profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt Jeſus in 
their Baptiſm by which they put him cn 
( as there he ſairh ) that he ſo ſtiles them, 
an: not from the etfeftualneſs of the 
Faith of every one of them : For he 
chargeth them with berng removed from 
the Goſpel of © hriſt to axother Goſpel, Chap. 
T. 6. with ot obeyrag the Truth, Chap. ZI. 

and tells them that he was afraid of them 
left he had beſtowed labaur on them in vain, 
Chap. 4. 11. that he flood 11 denbt of then;, 
and was travelling in Birth Again with them 
for the formats g of Chrift in them, ver. 19, 
20. There are many that are the m_ 
i; | = 
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of God by profeſſed Obligation on their 
part, that are not ſo by ſpecial intereſt in 
the promiſe on God's part, for want of 
performing the ſpecial Condition. And 
ſuch are the Servants of God, indeed ; 
but they are called in Scripture S/oarhfull 
Servants , unprofitable Servants, wicked 
Servants, fooliſh Virgins, Branches in 
Chrift the Vine, that bear no Frult. 

2. A National ſettlement of the Chri- 
ſtian Worſhip in the Pariſh-Churches by 
the Higher Powers, is more for the inte- 
reit of Religion, and Men's Salvation, 


"then if there ſhould be none. Ir is for 


the intereſt of Religion ina Nation that 
are of the true Religion by profeſſion , 
that the Higher Powers there being of 
the ſame Religion,do take order, 1. T hat 
God be publickly Worſhipped by the 
People in the uſe of Goſpel-Ordinances. 
2. That places for publick Worſhip be 
provided for that end. 3. That Church- 
Officers competently qualified , be ap- 
pointed to adminiſter thoſe Ordinances 
in rhoſe places ; and that maintenance be 
appointed them that they may attend that 
Work. 4. That all the People of the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, be required to attend 
the publick Worſhip. 5. That this be 
enjoyned under ſuch moderate penalties, 
I 4 as 
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25 may ſecure the Law from contempr, or 
careleſs negle&. 6. That ſome be ap- 
pointe1to ſee the Law put in Execution : 
which yet cannot be pra&icable without 
a diſtribution of the whole into parts in 
the ſame, or ſome ſuch way as that is, by 
which the whole Nation 1s divide.l into 
Pariſhes. 7. That Church-Diſcipline be 
eſtabliſhed and duly exerciſe1 for the 
purging of the Church, and keeping it 
pure. The tf r{t of theſe particu'ars th at 
the Higher Powers taxe care that God be 
publickly Worſhipped by the People, is 
evident of it ſelf. Nature teaches all 
Men to Worſhip him whom they acknow- 
ledze to be their God, and by themſelves 
or others to teach thoſe under their Go- 
vernment to do the like, as appears by 
univerſal praftice. And the ſecond of the 
fore-mentioned particulars is conſequent 
upon the firſt, and the third upon the 
fecond, and ſo on. 

' That theſe rhinzs are for the intereſt of 
Re'igion, eveiy Man's reaſon will eaſily 
diſcern. For hereby a face of Religion 
will be kept up in every place in ſuch a 
Nation, and the means of Salvation will 
be ready at hand, and all will come under 
an oblization of Man's Law as well as 
Gol's, tc make uſe of them. And hereby 
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rhrough the Bleſſing of God, knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord will be propa- 
oated more then if the People were all 
left at liberty to do that which is right in 
their own eyes, to-provi:ie, or nct pro- 
vide themſelves with ſuch helps, or to uſe 
or negle& them as they pleafte. We ſee 
by experience that there 1s generally the 
leaſt face of Religion in thoſe places thar 
have been moſt negleted inghe publick 
proviſion. And it is upon the account 
of ſuch neceſſary things as theſe, rhar 
Kings and Queens were promiſed as a 
great Bleſſing to the Church under the 
Notion oft Nur pg Fathers 5d Narimng 
Aothers, totrain up, and Educate their 
People in Religion, -/-. 49. 23. And the 
better any Kings and Rulers are, the more 
careful, and the more zealous will they be 
to promote and propagate true Religion 
in their Dominions' by their Authority. 
And uſually the ſucceſs anſwers the zea] 


- and diligence of ſuch, as we ſee it did in 


the good Kings of ]»dah and their Peo- 
ple. When all Kings fall dows before him, : 
all Natioa: ſhall ſerve him, according to 
the Propheſie, Pſa/. 72. 11. It will beſo 
with the People, when the Kings of Na- 
tions ſubje& themſelves to Chriſt, nor 
on]y in their perſonal, but moreeſpecially 

in 
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in their Regal capacity. For whichcauſe 
it ſhould ſeem St. #as/ exhorted the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, ro make Supplications, 
Prayers, and Interceſſions, for Kings, and 
all that are in Authority , as for other re- 
ſpes, ſo eſpecially for their Converſion 
to Chriſtianity (they being then Heathen) 
both that Chriſtians might live peaceable 
and quiet Lives in all godlinef; and ho- 
neſty, and glſo that Chriſtianity might be 
propagated in their Dominions, to the 
Salvation of many the more : For this is 
implyed in the reaſon of the exhortation 
in theſe words : For this 1s good and accep- 
table in the fight of God our Savienr, who 
will have all Men to be ſaved, and come to 


the knowledge of the Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 2, 


4. 
” And when the primitive Chriſtians had 
accordingly for a long time travelled by 
fervent Prayer for the Converſion ol” the 
Heathen Emperours to Chriſtianity, at 
laſt they obtained their Peritiou in Con- 
ftantize, that famous Chriſtian Emperour: 
upon wheſe Vifories over the Enemies to 
Chriſtianity, and the propagation of the 
Chriſtian Religion by publick Authority 
throughour his Dominions, that joyful 
acchamation was heard in the Church ( as 


Interpreters underſtand ) Now 2s come 
| Salvation 
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Salvation and ſtrength, ard the Kingdome 
of our God, ard the Power of his Chriſt , 
Revel. 12. 10. Chriſtianity, and ſo the 
Kingdome of God, was in the Empire 
before by private mens profeſſion of it : 
but when it came to be backed by Impe- 
rial Edits and Laws, and to be feconded 
by the powerand ſtrength of the Empire; 
Then, and not till then, was that new 
- Song ſung in the Church : Vow is come 
Salvation and Strength, the Kingdome 
of our God, and the Power of his 
Chriſt. 

T would it were better conſidered by 
ſome who would be thought great Ene- 
mies to Popery, how that in this proper 
and eminent a of Popery, they ſym- 
bolize with the Pope himſelf, and all that 
are thorow-Papiſts, viz. In denying 
Kings to have any power in matters Ec- 
cleſnaſtical. When the ten Kings, &X-ve/, 
I7. 13. parted with this Eccleſiaſtical Au- 
thority to the Pope upon his Ulſurpation , 
they gave. their Authoriry, which God 
had inveſted them with, as well as their 
Strength, unto the Beaſt. And as faſt as 
they fall off from him, they re-aſſume it 
again, as we fee all Princes and Gover- 
nours, of the Reformed Religion have 
done. And of all the Kings that have 
| profeſſed 
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_ profeſſed Chriſtianity ever ſince there was 
a Nation profeſſing it, there hath nor, I 
think, been one, but who have claimed a 
power about ordering Church-affairs, ex- 

Qt fuch as have given their power and 

ſtrength unto the Beaſt. And ſhall we 
yot then interpret and underſtand the 

Ancient Propheſies that went of them, 
by the event in what we ſee fulfilled ? 

* That Kings may abuſe this power to 
the prepagating a falfe Religion, or in 
corrupting the true, is no good Argu- 
ment againſt the due uſe of it in propaga- 
tins the true. He rs rhe Minſter of God 
20 thee for good, faith the Scripture : and 
as Jong as he doth that which tends to 
pmm good, heis not out of his way to 

fure, Rom. 13.4. Every Chriſtian is 
bound to promote the intereſt of Religi- 
on according ro his capacity : he that is 
head of a Family as ſuch is bound to do 
it *and fo he that is head of a Kingdome, 
as fuch is bound to do it likewiſe ; every 
one is under an obligation to do tt 7c" 
cording to their Talents and ſeveral abi- 
littes. 

Tr*s true indeed, that ſince all ſuch as 
are the Higher Powers, are Miniſters of 
God for good to the People, and have no 
power from God to do ary thing againſt the 

| Truth, 
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Treth. bat for the Trath; It is greatly to 
be wiſhed, and fervently to be prayed 
for in behalf of all Chriſtian Princes and 
Gove. nours, that God would give them 
Wiſdome, that nothing may be impoſed 
upon their People by them in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, but what hath a plainand 
apt tendency one way or other to further 
Edification, or to help their Devotion : 
And that ſuch wayes and methods of pro- 
mommy en ends may be made uſe of, as 
are leaſt lyable to exception or diſputa- 
tion, thereby to cut off as much as may 
be, all occaſion of Diviſion and' pretence 
of diflatisfaftion : that ſo Peace, Love, 
and Unity may be recovered, and the 
happy effe&s of them obtained. 

et when all is done that can be done, 
there will in all National fertlements of 
this Nature, be place for the Exerciſe of 
humane prudence. And indeed I know 
no Sett or party, but though they decry 
humane prudence about the Worſhip of 
God never ſo much, yet do make uſe of 
it themſelves in their Adminiſtration of 
Holy things, and are neceſſitated ſo to 
doif they will Worſhip God publickly ar 
all. The Ordinances of Baptiſm, Lord's 
Supper, Word, and Prayer, as touching 
the matter and ſubſtance of them, are 
Par- 
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particularly and expreſly determined in 
Scripture : But many particulars about 
the Ailminiſtration of theſe, are left to the 
uidance and direftion of general Rules 
or Edification. It 15s not determined in 
particuſar what Prayers ſhall] be made ei- 
ther before or atter rhe Adminiſtration of 
Baptiſm or the Lord's Supper, or what 
exhortation ſhall be made to the People 
upon the occafion of them. Tt is not 
determined in particular how, or in whar 
way or method the Word and Prayer that! 
be uſed mn Church-Afemblies ; As how 
much, and what part of the Scripture 
ſhall be read at one meeting, or how, or 
what way the Miniſter ſhall improve the 
Word by Preaching, as whether: by what 
occurrs to his preſent thoughts upon oc- 
caſion of whar is then read, or by utter- 
ing what he hath prepared by painful ſtu- 
dies otherwiſe; or whether he ſhall do 
this with, or without the help of Notes. 
Nor is it particularly determined whether 
all, or | part, or none of the publick 
Prayers ſhall be in a preſcribed Form, ex- 
cept the Lord's Prayer, or .-whe:her any 
of it ſhall, or ſhall! not be read out of a 
Book, or whether Prayer ſhall be made 

both before and after Sermon. 
Now, inthis cafe thoſe tro whom it 
belongs 
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belongs to take order for the letling of 
God's publick Worſhip in a Nation, wich 
the belt advice they can take, will neceſ- 
{irily be put upon conſidering whether it 
is belt ro leave all thele things wholly to 
each Miniſtei's Liberty and choyce, or 
wholly to limit them, or whether to leave 
them partly at Liberty, as in rhe Pulpit, 
and partly to limit them. And while 
they deliberate on theſe things, ſeveral 
circumſtances will come under confidera- 
tion ; As the ditterent abilities, and va- 
rious tempers of the Miniſters, and the 
various Capacities and tempers of the 
People; as whether that which may be 
beſt for ſome, may be beſt forall, or 
whether ſomewhat of a middle Nature 
may not beſt accommodate all : and 
what hath anciently been praiſed in the 
Church of God, and what is praftiſed in 
other Reformed Churches ; and which 
way is moſt likely to preferve Truth and 
Peace m the Church, and the like. And 
when Men have cnly general Rules to 
guide and govern themſelves by in deter- 
mining ſuch rhings as theſe, it muſt be 
remembred that it is a thing incidenr to 
the holieſt and wifeſt Men to differ in 
their application of particular cafes to 
general Rules, when a great variety of 
- Cit» 
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Circumſtances are to be taken in to make 
a right judgment in the caſe : their dif- 
ferent meaſures of light, if not of Inte- 
reſts too, expoſing them thereunto. 
Their late differences under a greater Li- 
berty in this kind then can now be expet- 
ed, is a ſufficient proof of this. 
And when things of this Nature are 
done, 6: determined upon the belt terms, 
as is thought by them into whoſe hands 
the Providence of God hath caſt it,though 
it ſhould be otherwiſe, not only in the 
thoughts of many others, bur alfo really 
In it ſelf; yet if nothing be thereby im- 
poſed as a Condition of Communion, but 
what Circumſtances conſidered, is Law- 
ful, the reaſons formerly given may, I 
conceive, well ſway with all ſober an4 
peaceable-minded Chriſtians , rather to 
make the beſt ufe they can of the preſent 
ſettlement, then to chuſe to ſeparate, be- 
cauſe it is not inal! things to their mind. 
For if there ſhould nor be a bearing with 
one another in ſuch leſſer differences for 
general Edification fake, and the intereſt 
of Religion in the main, and for the 
maintenance of Peace and Love, till b 
diſcreet, ſober, and peaceable means thoſe 
that differ can work themſelves, or thoſe 
that differ from them, into a nearer 
agree- 
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afreement 3 how ſhould it ever be ex- 
pedted that Chriſtians ſhoul4 maintain. 
ſuch fellowſhip upon their agreement in 
the ſubſtantials of Chriſtianity notwith- 
ſtanding circumſtantial ditferences, as 
for which the Scripture is far moreexpreſs, 
then it is for fuch particular modes of 
Worſhip, as thoſeare about which they 
differ. If ditterences in judgment about 
Circumſtances whereby the ſubſtance of 
Religicn 1s not in datiger, ſhould be a 
ſufficient ground of ſeparation, its pro- 
bable there would be almoſt as many ſe- 


 parations as Churches in the World. 


Having now done with what I had to 
ſay to take Men off trom thoſe Dividing 
Principles which are chiefly conſiderable, 
I ſhall purſue my Direftions for en- 
deavouring to keep the Unity of the Spi- 
rit in the bond of Peace, no further, con- 
ſidering what plentiful proviſion there is 
already made tor DireQion in the "ure of 
Churck-divi/ioa', as by othiers, ſo efpeci- 
ally by that Jaboricus Servant of the 
Lord, Mr. Baxter. I ſhall therefore 
conclude this Diſcourfe' with a few mo- 
tives to perſwade the ſeveral parties which 
are Divided, to Unite azain; and to en- 
deaveur to keep the Unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of Peace : And that all on all 
| K hands 
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hands would maniteſt themſelves to be 
ſuch hearty lovers cf Peace, Unity, and 
Charity, as for the ſakethereof thoſe that 
are uppermott, wou!d count it no diſho- 
nour, but rather their glory, to conde- 
{cend to thoſe that are below : and chat 
thoſe again, whole ſtanding 1s in the 
Valley, would not think it too much to 
travel up the Hill ro meet them : And if 
it be thought too much to ttrive who 
ſhall go before another in giving Honour , 
( Rom. 12. 18. ) yet if both forts that 
differ, would but go as far as they well 
may, both in reſpect of Conſcience and 
prudence, towards cempounding the 
ditterence ; how loon, and how eaſily 
might both ends be brought together,and 
the bond of Peace which hath been bro- 
ken, be pieced again. To this end con- 
ſider, and lay to heart thoſe few things 
which I ſhall lay before you. 

I. I ſhall commend to you the beſt 
patern which you can imitate, and againſt 
which thaie can be no exception, and 
that is God himſelf: who though he be 
{o infinitely above all, as to ſtand in no 
need of the Friendſhip of Men, yet out 
of the Infinite goodneſs of his Nature, 
hath hurled himſclf, not only to behold 
the things on Forth, but even to ſeek the 
recon- 
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reconciliation of his Enemies to himſelf, 
and to propole new and eatie terms of 
Friendſhip, when the old had been vicla- 
red. God was 1n Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſ- 
paſſes nnts them, 2 Cor. 5.19, And not 
to reconcile them to himſelf only, but 
alſo to one another in their common 
head and center of Union, Chriſt Jeſus. 
That inth: dif penſation of the fulneſs of time 
he mught gath:r together in | one | all things 
in Chriſt, both which are in Heaven and 
which are #n Earth, Ephel. 1 10. And to 
chat end hath ſent forth Ambaſſadours of 
Peace to beleech them to be reconciled to 
God, and to bring them all to the #-::y 
of the Faith, and knowledge of the Sox of 
God, Ephel. 4. 13- And how can we 
think our felves to be partakers of a Di- 
vine Nature, unleſs we find ſome refem- 
blance of this gootlneſs of God's Nature 
in our ſelves, inclining and diſpoſing us 
to concord and good agreement with 
fellow-Chriſtians , by removing our of 
the way all that unneceffarily hinders it. _ 
Bl-ſſed are the Peace-makers, for they ſtall 
be called the Children of God, Mat. 5. 9. 
And why the Children of God ? but be- 
cauſe herein they relemble him who 1s the 
God of Peace, that loves Peace, and 
2 ſeeks 
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{eeks Peace, and delights ro ſee Men de- 
figning it, and labouring at It, with 
heart, head, tongue, and hand. Be ye 
therefore one ani all, followers of God as 
dear Children, and walk, in Love, Eph. 5+ 
I, 2. Be perfett, be of one mind, live un 
Peact, ard the God of Love and Peace ſhall 
be with yo, 2 Cor. 13. 11. Can you be 
ambitious of any greater Honour then to 
be like God? A likeneſs to God is the 
higheſt Honour and perfeftion the Na- 
ture cf any Cratue 1s capable of : And 
to live in Love and Peace, and to ſleek 
Peace, and to be Peace-makers, is the 
way to be like him. 1f we love one ano- 
ther , God dwelleth in us, and his love is 
perfefted is nr, 1 John 4. 12. 

2. If you count it either matter of 
Honour or comfort to be of a temper like 
Chriſt, or if you think it will give you 
any confidence towards him for the pre- 
{ent, and at his coming (as undoubtedly 
it will ) then by this be perſwaded like- 
wiſe to endeavour with all your might 
that the Unity of the Spirit may be kept 
in the bond of Peace. For the heart and 
Soul of Chriſt is exceedingly fer upon 
Union and good agreement of all that 
believe in him : though they cannot all 
know alike and think alike in every thing, 
yer 
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yet for all that he is greatly deſirous they 
ſhould all hold together as one in Faith 
and Love. And therefore in that ſolemn 
Prayer of his to his Father, Joh 17. 
when he was leaving the :World, he 
ſingles out this in ſpecial as the matter of 
his requeſt to his Father in one of the 
laſt Prayers he was to make in this World, 
that they all mrght be one, and be perfeHed 
11 0e, His heart and deſire was fo full 
of this, and fo ſet upon it, that he is ar 
It over and over, mentioning 1t no lefs 
then four times in the ſame Prayer, ver. 
II. 21,22, 23. And why was his heart 
{o much in this ? Was it, think you, for 
himſelf, or for us ? For his own ſake, cr 
for ours? He deſired no greater thing 
| for himſelf then to be G/orified with tle 
3 Glory he had with the Father before tle 
World war, before ever he entred upon 
his Mediatory Ofh:e, wer. 5. No, it 
was for us, Men, and for our comfort 
and benefit that he fo much deſire! it, as 
knowing how much the Peace, comfert, 
and Edification of his People depended 
upon it ; and how much the Converſion 
of the World depended on it, as neceſſary 
to make a right repreſentation of Chriſt 
to the World, that they mlzht believe 
that the Father had ſent him, 
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And was his heart ſo much in it ! And 
did he concern himfeif ſo much abour it 
for our ſakes! And ſha)l we our ſelves 
value it fo little as to prefer little and in- 
conſiderable things before it, and that 
rather for will and humour then any tye 
of Conſcience! O, God forbid. If we 
do, it 15 a fign we do not yet well under- 
ſtand the things that belong to our peace, 
but that they are hid from our eyes. 

And if Chriſt's heart was ſo much ſet 
upon the Unity and Concordance of his 
followers, we muſt needs think they are 
Men according to his own heart that 
heartily deſgn, deſire, and endeavour it 
too. And 15 not that honour enough ? 
Which ſounds of moſt Honour to David ? 
That he was a King ? Or, that he was 4 
Man at er God's ownheart? And who are 
like to be moſt dear unto Chriſt, but thoſe 
who are moſt like him, and make one 
heart with mim ? 

The more you ſhall find your hearts 
run out to this thing, as Chriſt's did ; 
the more you find your felves of his 
mind, ſpirit, and remper herein , the 
better aſſurance you will have ( and the 
greater comfort in that aſſurance ) of 
your dwelling in him, and he in you : 
Hereby me know that we dwell in him, and 
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he in us, becauſe he hath given us of his 
Spirits I John 4. 13. But if any Man 
have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is noxe of 
his, Rom. 8.9. 

Truly 1f Men were but as forward to 
gratitie and pleaſe our Lord in this that 
is ſo pleaſing to him, as they ſeem to te 
in ſome other things in which he never 
diſcovered himſelf to take any ſuch plea- 
ſure, things would be quite at another 
paſs among us. And yet if pleaſing him 
be the buſineſs, and not ſomewhat elſe, 
why ſhould not we be moſt for that in 
which he moſt delights ? 

. Your contentions and Diviſions if 
you will {till live in them, and maintain 
them, w1ll hinder your Spiritual improve- 
ment, and keep you from thriving by the 
means of grace which you enjoy. It 
was a fad thing that St. Paz! charged 
upon the Corinthians , VIZ. That their 
commgy together, and exerciling themſelves 
in the Holy Ordinances of the Lord, was 
»ot for the better, bur for the worſe, 1 Cor. 
II.17. Nowisu this that 1 declare uto 
Jon, 1 praiſe you not, that you come not to- 
gether for the better, Lut for theworſe. But 
whar was the cauſe of this, or upon what 
doth he ground this charge of their go- 
ing backward in Religion ? Verily it was 
K 4 their 
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their Diviſions that was the cauſe of rhis 
miſchief. &# or firjt sf all, faith he, when 
you come together inthe Church, I hear that 
there are diviſions among you, ver. IS. 
Taat Church abounzed 1n Spiritual gifts, 
being enriched 1n every thing, 1a all utterance 
and all knowledge, ſÞ that rhev cams behind 
3» 0 gift, Chap. 1. 5.7. They thrived 
in theſe indeed : but then they went back- 
ward in their Humility and Charity, and 
goodneſs of their Spirit and temper , 
which made the Apoſtle ro ſpend almoſt 
a whole Chapter in commenting Charity 
above Spiritual gifts to them, belides the 
ſeveral hints he gives of their being puffed 
»r. Though they might well have been 
Spiritua] Chriſtians, conſidering the op- 
fortunity and means they had to make 
thera ſuch : yet becauſe of Evirnp, Srrife, 
and Div /9ns among them, ſome follow- 
ing one Teacher, and ſome another in 
oppoſition ; St. Mas! could not ( as he 
faith) write zo them as to Spiritual, but 
a»ly as to Carna', ſuch as were but Babes 
fill, and unthriven in the Life and Spirit 
of Chriſtianity ; their envying , ſtrife, 
and di-ifiens, keeping them thus low un- 
Ger the means of hipher attainments in” 
grace, I'm. 3.1, 2,3» -.- 
* Thetrwh is, Diviſions, Wranglings . 
| 1 and 
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and Janglings, and Contentions, ear our 
the very heart cf Religion. Men may 
grow rich ina Form of knowledge, and 
expreſs a great zeal for the out fide of Re- 
ligion, and yer in the mean time be lan- 
guiſhing in thevery vitals of Chriſtianiry, 
when that knowleage and zeal is not im- 
proved and ſpent for the farthering of 
Peace and Love, with other Chriſtian 
Virtues. Your Diviſions and Conten- 
tions, Chriſtians, will be as a Worm at 
the root of your Tree, that will keep it 
from thriving, whatever coſt you other- 
wiſe beſtow upon it. 

If then you have any mind to keep up 
Religion in heart among us, and not to 
have your Wine to become as Water, ha- 
ving loſt its Spirit - If you would have 
the Goſpel- Ordinances yield their increaſe, 
and your Religion not degenerate into 
Form : If you would yield the Lord the 
acceptable and pleaſant Fruit of all his 
coſt, and not ſuch as 1s ſtarvie, harſh, 
and unfavoury : If you would not tara 
the Frmit of Righteouſneſs into Hemlock : 
If you would te free from ſuch a diſtem- 
per as wlll hinder your Spiritual reliſh, 
and convert your food to a noxious hu- 
mour, and ſubje& you to a ſpiritual lan- 
puſhing in the midſt of a plentiful pro- 

; viſion 


138 A Perſwaſrue to Peace and tnity 


viſion for Spiritual health and erowth ; 
"Then lay aſide your diviſions about mat- 
ters of doubtful diſputation, and follow 
after the things which make for peace, 
and things whereby you may edife one 
another in love. 

What knowledge ſoever you have, and 
what zeal ſoever you expreſs for any 
truth as you concelve it to be, yet it 
while you hold faſt other things, you let 
go Charity, your knowledpe of, and your 
zeal in proſecuting and promoting the 
ſame, though It were to the lofing of 
your lite, will profit you nothing, 1 Co. 
13. 2. 3. 1 hongh { underſtand all myſteries 
ard all kaowledgr, and thiugh 1 give my 
Body to be burned, and have wot Charity, it 
profiteth me 20ihino. A thing which neer- 
ly concerns all ſuch to mind. that are 
more caretul and tender leſt ſome other 
controverted and ſuppoſed truth ſhould 
ſutjer, then charity, peace,and concord 
ſhould ſufer; and care not what rents 
and diviſions they make, fo they may bur 
propagate their particular opinion. If 
there be bitter zeal ( as fome tranſlate 
It ) glory not of thy knowledge, and 
lie not againſt the truth, in ſaying that's 
the way topromote It, am. 3.14. It you 
would thrive under the means of grace 
indeed, 
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indeed, and be growing up to perfection, 
then be ſure to be much tor Charity and 
Unity. You have nuich talk oft per- 
feqtion among ſome, and many that pre- 
tend to it that are far from it, bur I 
think it conſiſts in nothing more next our 
love to God, then in the Saints Love and 
Unity. T his is the cry of the >cripeure : 
T7 hat they made | perfett in o,c ] Johu 17. 
23» Be perfect, be of oze mid, wy 1:4 
Peace, 2 Cor. 13. 11. Abote all theſe 

ut on Charity, which 1s the benl uf yer- 

feltneſs, Col. Z+ 1Iq- 1f we [ove 0. uit 
ther, God dwelleth in ur, end his love ts 
[ perfefted } inns, 1 John 4. 12. 

If fome do grow in grace after they 
have fajlen into dividing wayes, an ſe- 
parating praftifes ( as I am not ſo un- 
charitable, but to think thar they do, 
while the errour [yes not in thetr will, bur 
in their judgment ) yet this growth is 
not to be attributed at all to that where- 
in they differ from other good Chriſtians, 
not of their way, who grow in grace 
too, bur to thoſe fs Principles of 
Chriſtianity wherein both the one and the 
other are agreed. And I have good rea- 
ſon to think that the ſame improvement 
of thoſe unqueſtionable Principles by 
which they grow in grace, their ſepa- 
E f | ration, 
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ration, notwithſtanding, would ſet ther 
much forwarder in that growth, in caſe 
they were at Liberty from the intangle- 
ments of ſeparation, then under them 
it can : Becauſe thoſe wayes of Diviſion 
and Separation, Jo Naturally tend to 
narrow Men's Spirits and Charity, and to 
cauſe them to think that many are not of 
the Church of Chriſt, which indeed are : 
and to have low thoughts of many, that 
yet are highly eminent in the Church for 
their worth and Service; and all becauſe 
they are not of their way : and beſides, 
through prejudice they deprive themſelves 
of many happy advantages of Spiritual 
growth, which otherwiſe they would 
make uſe of. And thoſe that abound 
moſt in a well-grounded and rezular Cha- 
rity, have, doubtleſs, the more of God's 
relence and aſſiſtance with them for 
their Spiritual growth and comfort too, 
25 others for want of 1t, have the leſs. 
if be that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, 
and God in him ( I Toh. 4. I6. ) then 
thofe that abound moſt in Love, muſt 
needs have moſt of God's preſence, both 
to aftiſt, quicken, and comfort them. 
Live in Peace, and the God of Love and 
Peace ſhall be with jor, to increaſe theſe 
and to help you to propagate them 
( 2 Cor. 
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( 2 Cor. 13. 11. ) andtogive you great 
Peace in ſo doing, as ſome haye found by 
Experience. 

But though the wayes of ſeparation 
among 1s, do but as the Rickets, hinder 
ſomE_in their growth, and not totally 
degtive them of it, yet It is to be feared 
they make ſome others much worſe rhen 
they were before they came into them : 
more goodly and ſelf-conceited , more 
por and imperious, ſlighting and de- 

iſing others that are much better then 
themſelves, and over-valuing themſelves 
quite upcn account of the Form and 
Church they are got into: and more un- 
charitable in cenſuring others as carnal, 
as time-ſervers, as Men of the World, 
only becauſe of the National way, and 
not of theirs, though otherwiſe never ſo 
worthy. Many of theſe are growing 
indeed, but it is farther and farther into 
ſeparation, till at laſt they commence 
Unaker «. 

4. If you prize your comfort, prize 
harmony and good agreement , not 
among this or that ſort or party only, bur 
among all thar do agree in things of ab- 
{ſolute neceſſity to Salvation toall. For 
thoſe that are living, and not dead, or 
benumb'd Members of Chriſt's Body , 

Cannot 
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cannot but be paine\l with the rending of 
one Meinber of that Body trom another. 
1f one Member ſujfer, all the Members 
ſeuff er with =, 1 Cor. 12.26. - Was it nor 
a ſad ſight to ſee the Man, in 4Zr. 5. 5. 
Cuttins himſelf with ſtones? And an 
Argument that he was poſſeſſed with an 
evil Spirit? And TI pray. you how much 
lets doſetul is ic to fee the People of 
God, Members of the fame Body, cut- 
ting and wounding themſelves ? For fo 
they do when they cut and wound one 
another : For they are Members one of 
another, Rom. 12. 5. Alas, how unna- 
tural 15 this ! For za Alan yet ever hated 
h s owes fleſh. Certainly where thus it Is, 
they are under a Spiritual phrenzy and 
madneſs, anq are objefts of very great 
commiſſeration as well as occaſtons of 
great trouble and diſturbance in the 
Church of GoJ. But, O, the Comforr 
of Leve ( as the Apoſtle phraſeth it, 2h. 
2.1. ) and the pleafantneſs of Peace, 
and the delight of harmony, which is 
like a well-tuned Inſtrument where there 
is NO jarring. ; Behold how good and plea- 
ſamt a thing it 11 for Brethren to dwell roge» 
ther 12 Hoy ! Pal. I33» Rs great Parr 
of the comfort of a Chriſtian in this 
World, lyes in his Communicn with 
Saints : 


RI EY bY OR 


PS gg. Shot >. os. 


b 
-H 
o 
5 
| 


Among Chriſttars. I43 


Saints : David laid, the Saints ard excel- 
lent were all bis delight. Plal. 16. 3. And 
therefore a breach in this, mult needs 
make a breach in a Chrittians cumfort. 

s. The Chriſtian cauſe and intereſt in 
in the World calls loudly upon all ſuch as 
would approve themſelves to have any 
Love for 1t,or to be any Friends to it, and 
not hetrayers of it, to Unite, and to cloſe 
up the Diviſions that are among us, and 
not to perſiſt in ſeparating pradiſes, or to 
do any thing that contributes rhereto, but 
the contrary. One great means of fa- 
cilitating the belief of the Goſpel, and of 
propagating the Chriſtian Religion, and 
of bringing it into reputation in the 
World, is the Union and good agreement 
of all Chriſt's followers. And therefore 
he prayed lo earneſtly,as we heard before, 
that they all might be oze, as he and the Fa- 
ther are one, that they alſo 9m1ght be perfett 
11 0e, and all for this end, that the World 
m ght believe that the Father had ſent hing, 
Joh. 17. 20,21. That Men might believe 
that he came from God indeed, and that 
he was no Tmpoſtor, but that his Goſpel 
15 the infallible Truth, and that Religion 
which is taught thereby, is the only true 
Religion. For Chriſt's followers are 
thoſe by whom the Goſpel is upheld * 

the 
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the World, and held forth and witneſſed 
tothe World : They hold forth the ord of 
Life (Phil. 2. 16.) they are the Pillar and 
ground of the {rmih,, 1 Tim. 3.15. And the 
more unanimous theſe are 11 judgment, 
atte&ion, and teſtimony, the ſtronger and 
more authentick will their teſtimony be,& 
the more Men will! be drawn to conſider 
it, and to lay to heart the import of it. 
But the more _ are divided about it, 
the more this Goſpel, rhis Religicn,comes 
underſufpition in the minds of many : and 
from their ditfering about lefſer things,the 
ignorant, the weak, and unbelieving, will 
draw arguments of ſuſpition and heſitati- 
on about the grearer, and be ready to con- 
clude the uncertainty of the whole, by 
their differinz abour a part ; eſpecially 
when their difference rifes ſo high, and 
becomes {ou notoricus and publick, as it 
does when they ſeparate about it. This 
is lamenrably experienced, not only in 
the continued infidelity of Jews and 
Turks, but alſo inthat Atheiſmand Scep- 
tiſciſm, which hath ſo exceedingly increa- 
ſed upon us ſince theſe fad times of Di- 
viſionand Separationamong us. Our Di- 
viſions unfettle the minds, unhinge and 
diſtratt the Soul of many.that they know 


not whom to follow, or where to fix : on 
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by this means they are expoſe to be 
praQiſed upon by felucers, and carried 
away. Your Diviſions encourageth ſe- 
ducers, and the Adverſaries of our Re- 
formed Religion 1n their defigns apainſt 
you, and invites them to attempt upon 
you; So that as lony as you keep upyour 
Diviſions, they will make an advantage 
of it, grow upon you, and get ground, 
and by little and little draw away your 
ſtrenzth; and in concluſion, over-maſter 
you, if by Uniting, you prevent them 
not. Your Adverfaries know the mean- 
ing of divide them in Jacob, and ſcatt.r 
chem in Trae], if you do not; and of 
thoſe words, A Kingdome divided againff 
it ſelf, cannot ffkard. It hath been, no 
doubr, their praftice by all the artifice 
they could, to raiſe and foment your Di- 
viſions, as it 1s ſti}] to continue and in- 
creaſethem, as deſigning ruine ro the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt thereby. And will you gra- 
tifie them herein ? And become their In- 
ſtruments to accompliſh your own de- 
ſtru@ionand the deſtruftion of that caufe 
and intereſt which ſhould be more dear to 
you then your Lives ? God forbid. And 
therefore ler no leſſer intereſts of worldly 
advantage,be it profit,be it honour among 
Men, or reputation among a party, tempt 

L you 
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you to betray this greater intereſt of your 
Lordand Matter, of Religion.and of your 
Souls. Be not herein penny wiſe, and 
pound fooliſh. Kevive nor that com- 
plaint, Phil. 2. 21. All ſeek their 0WwN3, not 
the things of feſus Chriſt. Expoſe not 
Religion to loſs and danimage in the main, 
and 1n the ſubſtance of it, by being too 
tenacious of mutable Circumſtances. Be 
not ſo concerned tor your Cabbin, as to 
expole the Ship to ſinking through your 
nezlect. 

I have now done : Only remember, TI 
pray you, that the things wherein the di- 
vided parties profeliedly agree; arefuch as 
carry in them the main of Chriſtianity , 
and will make good Chriſtians indeed, 1f 
lived up to. Whereas rhe things upon 
which we divide, are but diſputable opi- 
nijons, the beſt of which on the one lide or 
the other,will never make a good Chriſtian 
withour the other. And you know what 
account God made of Men's zeal though 
it were for his own inſtitutions, as among 
the Jews of old, when they were greatly 
guilty of ſins azainſt Charity. Though 


Men be never lo Orthodox in, and zealous 


for their opinions, yet if they have not 
Charity, they are but as founding braſs, 
o» a tinkling Cymbal. A wiſe Man will 
nor 
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not therefore value himſelf by that which 
is proper to ſuch or ſuch a party, but by 
that Charity, Humility, and Sobriety of 
mind with other graces, which are com- 
mon to thoſe that aregood indeed,in each 
party : and by theſe he will value any man 
of what party ſoever, and how ditterenr 
ſoever from himſelf in by-opinions. If 
thoſe of each party then would bur ſteer 
by this compaſs, and proportion their 
zeal to the Nature of things, labouring 
more to leſſen ditferences, to make peace, 
and to recover Charity, then to propagate 
thoſe things which as they are more un- 
certain, ſo at bett are leſs acceptable to 
God, and leſs profitable unto Men; and, 
conſequently, lefs atra@tive of their zeal; 
I ſhould not doubt bur that in a little 
time, things would be at a much better 
paſs in the Church of God, then for the 
preſent we ſee them to be. 
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Here is great reaſon tc think that 
many of the Non-Conformitts 
do hold it Lawiul tor Perſons in 

the-capacity of private Members to joyn 

in parochial Communion, who yet do uot 
do fo themſelves. The five dilieating Bre- 
thren that lived in ſeparation from paro- 
chial Communion, yet did in their Apola- 
getical Narration profeſs before God and 
the World, that all that conſcience of defile- 
mezt they conceived cleaved to our Pariſh- 

Churches, or of th: unwarraatable power of 

Church-Governours exerciſed therein, did 

never work 1a thens any other thought, much 

leſs oprnon, but that maltitades of the Pariſh» 

Congregations, were the true Churches and 

Bedy of Chriſt, and the Mmſtry thereof a 

ire Miniſtry, And I have no reaſon ro 

doubr but that very many of the preſent 

Non-Coniormiſts that never went fo far 

43 thoſe, are of theſame opinion, who yet 

live not in communion with thoſe Pariſh- 

Churches, though they live among them. 

An4 I cannor but wonder that the fence 

they muſt needs have of the ill tendency 

of cur Diviſions, and of the deſirablenelſs 
of Peace and Unity,ſhould nor deter them 
from making. or keepin? the breach wider 
enen needs, y ice. then the neceſſity of nct 
'Z | ; {11- 
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{inning, puts them upon. For 1t cannot be 
denied,but that it 15 a duty incombent up- 
on Chritians,and becoming all that love 8: 
long for peace & unity in the Church,to go 
as far as ever a good Conſcience will carry 
them towards the leſſening of our diffe- 
rences,and clofing up the breachamong us. 
They cannot but know as well as all 
other men, that to break Church-Com- 
munion and 1end the Church, where men 
are not neceſſitate to do ſo or to fin, is 
Schiſm. And I muſt needs ſay they put 
the Charity of their Friends hard to it,not 
to think they condemn by their practice, 
what they allow in their judgrnent, while 
by ſeparation they break the Unity of the 
Church, which according to their own 
judgment,they might forbear to do with- 

out fin. 
If they think their conceſſion touching 
the Lawtulneſs of Lay-Communion with 
ur Pariſh-Churches will fiee them from 
the guilt of Schiſm, though they them- 
ſelves keep in no ſuch Communion, I may 
well pray them to conſider, whether that 
vet y thing dothnot render their Schifm in 
ome reſpe& morecriminal then theirs who 
ſeparate as accoun-ing our Churches 10 
truc Churches ; ſince it ſeems to proceed 
more frem e.rour in the will ( which is 
:errour 
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errour of the worſt kind ) than Schiſmn in 
the others doth ; and ſince their judg- 
ment & pratice ſeem more ro enterteire, 
and to render them ſelf-condemned in 
their way. When Yere- knew that the 
diiference between the bejieving Jews 
and the believing Gentiles was no ſutffici- 
ent ground of teparation be:ween them, 
and yer did withdraw.and ſeparate him- 
elf trom the believing Genti.es, for fear 
of diſpleating the belteving Jews ; St. 
Paul withſtood him ts hi. (ace, becauſe be 
was worthy :9 be (/.1497ed,, and fo much the 
rather, becauſe he drew 54-:-:56as anl 
cther Chriſtians into the fame d WESTERTE 
with himſelf, -«/. 2. 11, 12, 13. 

Theſe thinzs conſidered ; One would 
think they ſhould apprehend it far more 
ſafe. and leſs ſcandalous, and more con- 
duceable to Peace, Unity, an Love, and 
a more rezular way of obtaining the re- 
moval of burthens, for thoſe Non-Con- 
forming Miniſters as can, to maintain 
Communion as private Members with the 
Pariſhes, and to perſwade their hearers to 
do ſo too; though otherwiſe they ſhould 
think it fit for the exrciſe of their 2ifts and 
funtion, at convenient times to improve 
His Majeſties Indulgence to Preach in 
other places beſides the Temples. 

THE'END. 


